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Anterested feelings blind the mind 
and fervert the judgment. 


GOD forbad the Judges of Is- 
rael to take any gift from any 
one, whose cause they judged. 
The reason assigted for this 
prohibition was thus expressed : 
“ For a gift doth blind the eyes 
of the wise, and pervert the words 
of the righteous.” Deut. xvi. 19. 


F a Judge is a wise man, and 
otherwise disposed to judge 
and decide righteously ; yet 
when he has accepted a present 
from a man whose cause he is 
to decide, he will feel such an 
interest in that man’s cause, as 
will tend, even imperceptibly to 
himself, to blind his mind to the 
real merits of the case, and to 
pervert his words, so that he 
will be apt to pronounce a par- 
tial or perverse judgment.— 
This takes it for granted, or as- 
serts it as a fact, that human na- 
tureis such, that men are im- 
proper and incompetent judges, 
in cases wherein they are per- 
sonally interested—that their in- 
terest will produce such a bias 
in their minds to the side on 
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which their interest lies, as tends 
to render them more or less 
blind to what is just, right, and 
true, and to make them really 
think and judge erroneously— 
different from or even contrary 
to truth and right. 

That such is the fact, men 
very generally admit, and firmly 
believe, in cases where their 
worldly and pecuniary interests 
are at stake. Hence, They ge- 
nerally consider it improper and 
unsafe, to leave a matter4n dis- 
pute, to the decision of a man, 
whe hasa personal interest in 
the issue of the cause, or who is 
nearly related to one of the par- 
ties, even when he is considered 
as an upright and judicious per- 
son; lest the influence of his 
feelings should produce sucha 
bias in favor of one side, to the 
prejudice of the other, as would 
blind his mind, and pervert his 
judgment. 

Hence it may easily beseen,that 
we arein great danger of form- 
ing wrong opinions, and judging 
erroneously, in matters between 
ourselves and others, in cases 
innumerable. Being all, more 
or less, of a selfish disposition, 
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#42. Interested Feelings blind the Mind 


our feelings incline to the side 
of self. Hence, from the bias 
of our feelings, we are exceed- 
ing apt to think, in many cases, 
that less is due from us to others, 
and more from them to us, than 
is in reality. And when our 
interest or inclination, and that 
of others, seem to clash and stand 
in opposiion, the bias of our 
feclings hath a great tendency 
to make us think it right and 
just to pursue our own, however 
crossing it be to our neighbor's. 
We should, therefore, learn to 
be diffident of our own judg- 
ment, and to exercise candor 
towards others, when we and 
they disagree m matters in 
which we are so interested, as 
would naturally tend to bias us 
and them to different or contra- 
ry opinions. 

in such cases both may be 
out of the way, and from the 
like causes ; and yet both of us 
verily think we are in the right. 
And if ethers are to blame, for 
suffering their interest or incli- 
nation to bias their mind and 
pervert their judgment, we may 
be equally to blame on the like 
account. Many hard thoughts 
and hard sayings of one another, 
probably proceed from the 
wrong opimions and erroneous 
judgment, into which we are 
respectively led by our interest- 
ed feelings. Again, 

This plain truth or fact, that 
interested feelings have a great 
tendency to blind the mind and 
pervert the judgment, may serve 
to teach us, how very incompe- 
tent we are, without supernatu- 
ral revelatien and divine teach- 
ing, to judge of the character 
and ways of God—how it is 
proper for him to treat us—of 
what it is proper for himto re- 








(June, 


quire of us—of what we deserve 
at his hands, or may reasonably 
expect from him ; and how ex- 
tremely dangerous it is, to rest 
in any opinions of our own, or 
of men, in these high and all- 
important points, which are 
formed independently of his 
word, and especially, in opposi- 
tion to the plain and express 
declarations of it. 

If the interested feelings pro- 
duced in a man, otherwise up- 
right and wise, by a present or 
gift of some earthly treasure, 
are SO great, as to blind his eyes 
and pervert his judgment, and 
thereby to render him unfit and 
disqualified to decide a matter 
in dispute between his neigh- 
bors, and even incapable of judg- 
ing impartially ; we may well 
conclude, that sinful men are 
very incompetent and __ totally 
disqualified for judging and de- 
terminmg rightly, respecting 
the character and ways of God, 
and the coneerns between him 
and themselves, in which their 
feelings. are interested in the 
highest conceivable degree, and 
wholly on the side of an errone- 
ous judgment. 

Indeed mankind, aside from 
the consideration of their sinful- 
ness, and the interested feelings 
}and blinding biases founded 
therein, are, of themselves, ut- 
terly mcompetent to Judge and 
determine in things so infinitely 
great, high, and important. If 
‘they were ofa perfectly upright, 
impartial, and holy disposition, 
their scanty knowledge, — their 
extremely small and_ limited 
capacitics, in comparison of God, 
would render them utterly in- 
competent, without revelation 
and divine teaching, to judge 
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ing the character and ways of 
{sod, and what it is fit and pro- 
per for him to require, to do, &e. 
Therefore, when, in addition to 
the incompetency of our natu- 
ral faculties, we take into view 
the great and powerful influence 
of the interested feelings found- 
ed in and arising from the wick- 
edness of our hearts and lives, 
to blind our minds, and bias us. 
to an erroneous and false jude- 
ment, Aow undeniably evident 
must it be, that of ourselves we 
are totally unfit and incompe- 
tent to judge and determine 
things so infinitely great and im- 
portant, and that it must be dan- 
gerous in the extreme, to rest 
in any opinions of our own, 
which aré not warranted by the 
word of God, and especially, if 
contrary to its plain declara- 
tions ? 

This might be illustrated by 
stating a great variety of cases, 
wherein it would evidently ap- 
pear, that the interested feelings 
founded in our wickedness, and 
resulting from the situation into 
which this hath brought us, 
would have full out as great a 
tendency or influence to blind 
our minds, and pervert our 
judgment, as any gift or bribe 
can be supposed to have upon a 
judge. For example, 

Let the question be, Whether 
it is wrong, or displeasing to 
God, for us to indulge and grati- 
fy our natural inclinations and | 
desires after the riches, and 
honors, and pleasures of this 
world, provided, we do not in- 
jure and abuse our fellow crea- 
tures in order to obtain them ? 

In this case it is plain, that 
the whole weight of influence 
from the strength of our incli- 
nations and desires after these | 


and frervert the Judgment. 
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objects, will be on the side of 
concluding it right and safe to 
indulge and gratify them, and 
that all the satisfaction and plea- 
sute expected therefrom, will 
operate, liké a gift or bribe in 
the hand of a judge, to blind 
our minds and pervert our judg- 
ment, andto muke us quick at 
inventing plausible arguments 
to justify the indulgence, and to 
render us blind or insensible to 
the force of reasons or argu- 
ments against it. 

Again, Was it proper, or 
consistent with justice, for God 
to make a constitution so con- 
necting with the first man all 
his posterity, that their becom- 
ing sinners under condemna- 
lion, should be the certain con- 
sequence of his disobedience ? 
And hath God actually done so ? 

Is it proper and right, that 
such imperfect and depraved 
creatures as we are, should be 
held under the obligations of a 
law, which requires peffect ho- 
liness in the heart and life, on 
pain of the wrath of God ? 

Is the evil of sin so great, as 
to deserve an endless punish- 
ment? Do we, as sinners, de- 
serve such a punishment? And 
would it be just in God to inflict 
it upon us? 

Upon the bare statement of 
these questions, it will be readily 
seen, that our interested feelings 
will strongly incline to answer 
them in the negative, and be 
wholly opposed to an acknow- 
ledgment of the truth of an 
affirmative answer. 

Once more, 

Is it essential to the character 
of an all-sufficient and perfectly 
wise and good God, to make all 
his intelligent creatures finally 
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happy ? And may we expect 
that he will do so? 

If the affirmative of this ques- 
tion can be firmly established 
in the sinner’s mind, he will be 
freed from all terrors arising 
from the fear of eternal misery, 
and feel all the comfort and joy 
of an expectation of eternal hap- 
piness, What gift or bribe can 
be thought to operate so pow- 
erfully on an earthly judge, to 
interest his feelings in favor of 
the giver, as such infinite good 
in the sinner’s view, will upon 
him, to interest his feelings in 
favor of the affirmative of this 
question—that is, in favor of the 
opinion, that it is essential to 
the character of an all-sufficient 
and perfectly wise and good God, 
to make all his creatures finally 
happy ! 

Therefore, if sinful men un- 
dertake to decide this question, 
independently of divine revela- 
tion, is there not the greatest 
reason to think they will per- 
suade, or, at least, labor hard to 
persuade themselves, that this 
must be the case—that all must 
be finally happy ‘—Yea, we find 
it a fact, that some, who profess 
to believe the scriptures, dae, 
nevertheless, come into thiscon- 


_ clusion with apparent confidence, 


though directly contrary to ma- 
ny most plain and express decla- 
rations of those divine oracles. 

‘ Numerous other cases might 
be stated, but these may be suffi- 
cient to illustrate the fact, that 
we, sinful creatures, on account 
of the blinding and perverting 
influence of our interested feel- 
ings, are peculiarly imcompe- 
tent and highly disqualified, 
without divine teaching,to judge 
of the character and ways of 
God—of the manner in which 
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it is fit and ‘proper for him to 


treat us and deal with us----of 


what we deserve at his hands, 
&c.—and that it is dangerous in 
the extreme, to rest in any opin- 
ions on these momentous sub- 
jects, which are formed inde- 
pendently of the word of God; 
and more especially, if they 
seem to contradict its general 
tenor, or any of the plain and 


express declarations of it. 


Hence appears the necessity 
and vast importance of such a 
divine revelation as the scrip- 
tures contain, and of forming 
our sentiments and opinions, in 
what relates to the character and 
ways of God, our relation tohim, 
and concerns with him, by these 
divine oracles, taking the words 
in their most plain and obvious 
meaning, when one passage is 
compared with another, and the 
occasion, subject, scope, and con- 
nection of each, are duly consi- 
dered, and earnestly praying for 
the enlightening and sanctifying 
influences of the Holy Spirit, 
to puide us into all truth—fully 
persuaded, that it is for our true 
and real interest, on the whole, 
to know and believe the truth, 
however severely it may reprove 
and condemn us, 

But if notwithstanding the evi- 
dence of our danger, from the 
blinding and perverting tenden- 
cy and influence of our inter- 
ested feelings, we will regard 
them, rather than the plain Jan- 
guage and decisions of the word 
of God, and even torture and 
wrest the scriptures, to make 
them speak a language agreea- 
ble4to our sentiments or wishes, 
would itbe strange, if we should 
be left to strong delusion, to be» 
lieve a lie, and perish / 
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Instructive and animating truths 
suggested in Isaiah li. 1, 2. 


“ Hearken to me, ye that fol- 
low after righteousness, ye that 
seck the Lord: look unto the 
rock whence ye are hewn, and to 
the hole of thepit whence yeare 
digged. J.ook unto Abraham 
your father, and unto Sarah that 
bare you: for I called him 
alone, and blessed him, and in- 
creased him.” 


N these words God addressed 
the faithful among his an- 
cignt people, those that followed 
after righteousness, those that 
sought the Lord, and called their 
attemtion to facts suited to afford 
them seasonable and important 
instruction, and to administer en- 
couragement and comfort to 
their hearts, 

The faithful being few, and 
outward appearances dark and 
discouraging, with respect to 
the interest and prosperity of 
Zion, God, to instruct them, and 
to encourage and confirm their 
faith in his promises, directed 
them to look to the rock whence 
they were hewn, and to the hole 
of the pit whence they were dig- 
ged—to look unto Abraham 
their father, and unto Sarah that 
bare them ; adding, “ For I cal- 
led him alone and blessed him, 
and increased him.” 

Here, for illustration, it may 
be observed, 

1. God, by his almighty pow- 
er, agreeable to his free prom- 
ise, produced the nation, which 
were his peculiar people and 
church, from Abraham and Sa- 
yah, when, according to the or- 
dinary course or power of na- 
ture, there was no probability of 
such an event ; so that they were 
produced by as evident a mira- 
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cle, as if they had been hewn 
out of the rock, or dug out of 
the pit—as if they had been pro- 


of clay digged from the pit. 
When Abraham was alone, 
without any offspring, and with- 
out any prospect of having any, 
God called him, and blessed 
him, and increased him—when 
considering his and his wife’s 
age, there was no hope of any 
such event, according to the or- 
dinary course of things, any 
more than that a numerous off- 
spring should spring from the 
flinty rock, or from the water 
and miry clay of the pit. See 
Rom. iv. 17—-21.and Heb. xi. 
Ll. 12, 

2. From this factit may be gath- 
ered, that they who become the 
children of God, his own people 
in the most distinguished sense, 
even the righteous nation, who 
keep the truth, and to whom the 
gates of the heavenly city are 
opened, that they may enter in, 
(Isai. xxvi. 1,2.] are produced, 
born, or caused to exist as such, 
ina supernatural way, by the 
interposition of a power proper- 
ly divine. 

When God was about to dis- 
tinguish one nation from all oth- 
ers, to be in a peculiar sense 
his own, to dwell under his pe- 
culiar care and government, and 
to enjoy distinguished privi- 
leges and blessings, as such, and 
therein to exhibit a figure or 
representation of the whole re- 
deemed church, even of the 
church of the first-born, to be 
gathered out of all nations, and 
finally brought to dwell togeth- 
erin heaven, He did not take a 
nation for these purposes, which 
wasor should be produced inthe 
ordinary way, without any su- 
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pernatural interposition of divine 
power for its production ; but 
he chose and called Abraham 
to be the father of this nation, 
and promised that he would 
make him fruitful, when he was 
alone, and deferred the execu- 
tion of the promise till he was as 
good as dead—till he and Sarah 
his wife were so old, that it as re- 
ally required the special interpo- 
sition of divine power in a super- 
natural way, as it would to pro- 
duce men out of the rock,or ana- 
tion from the clay-pit. Doth not 
this plainly intimate, that the 
true people of God in the most 
distinguished sense, who shall 
dwell in the heavenly Zion, are 
produced,or broughtintobeingas 
the children of God, and caused 
to exist in that character and 
relation in a supernatural way, 
by the interposition of divine 
power, operating out of the or- 
dinary course and beyond the or- 
dinary power of nature? Ish- 
mael was born after the flesh— 
not in virtue of God’s promise 
to Abraham, but according to 
the ordinary course of nature, 
without any special or miracu- 
Jous interposition of divine pow- 
er ; but he was not suffered to 
be heir with Isaac who was 
born after the Spirit—who was 
born in fulfilment of God’s gra- 
cious promise, and by virtue of 
a special, supernatural, or mirac- 
ulous interposition of divine 
power. So now, They who are 
born only of the flesh, and who 
seek and endeavor to obtain ac- 
ceptance as righteous, and a ti- 
tle to heaven, in the natural way, 
by their own obedience, right- 
eousness, or goodness in any 
shape whatever, will be exclu- 
ded from the heavenly inheri- 
tance ; whilst they who are born 
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of the spirit, and look for right- 
eousness unto eternal life, ina 
supernatural way of justification 
by the faith of Christ, are ac- 
knowledged heirs of heaven, and 
shall finally become actual citi- 
zens of the Jerusalem above.— 
This much, I think, may be 
fairly collected from Paul’s ob- 
servations in Gal. 4th towards 
the close. See also Johni. 12, 
13. and iii. 3. 5.—Likewise 
Ephes. i. 18—23. and ii. 1—10. 
—It may be observed again, 

3. However unlikely or im- 
possible it may look, that a holy 
people should be produced, and 
a holy church built up, and Zion 
filled with inhabitants praising 
Godand rejoicing in his goodness 
and favor, out of such materials 
as mankind are ; yet in the fact, 
to which God directed his people 
to look ,we have a striking spe- 
cimen of his power, goodness, 
and faithfulness, as being suffi- 
cient to effect such great and 
glorious things, andof the cer- 
tain fulfilment of all his promis- 
es respecting them. ‘Think of 
what God hath done—how he 
called Abraham alone, when he 
had no child, and when almost 
all the world were sunk into idol- 
atry, and blessed and increased 
him, and made hima great na- 
tion—think of this, when you 
read or hear the wonderful pre- 
dictions, the great and precious 
promises which follow, viz. 
* For the Lord shall comfort 
Zion : he will comfort all her 
waste places ; and he will make 
her wilderness fike Eden, and 
her desert like the garden of the 
Lord ; joy and gladness shall be 
found therein, thanksgiving, and 
the voice of melody.” &c. 

This fact, this great event, 
which God called his people to 








look to and consider, was well 
suited toteach them to despair in 
themselves, of any sufficiency, 
strength, or righteousness of 
their own, and to trust in him— 
in his power and wisdom, grace 
and faithfulness ; and particu- 
larly, to believe and be assured 
of the certain fulfilment of all 
his promises respecting the en- 
kargement and prosperity of 
Zion, am that, even when all 
outward &ppearances have the 
most dark ahd discouraging 
aspect. God hath promised, 
Zion shall be comforted—the 
Lord will comfort all her waste 
places—though she be like a 
desolate wilderness, she shall be 
made like Eden, and filled with 
yoy and gladness, thanksgiv- 
img and praise. Do you doubt 
of this?——Doth it look as though 
it was impossible ?~~Look to 
the rock whence ye were hewn, 
and to the pit whence ye were 
digged—consider what God 
hath done, to human appearance 
as unlikely and impossible, as 
what he now promises; “ and 
be not faithless, but believing.” 
Hence the children of Zion, 
the people of God, should learn 
and be excited to acknowledge 
themselves entirely indebted to 
him for their very existence in 
that character and relation, and 
_ for all their privileges and hap- 
piness therein; and of course, 
to entertain humbling and abas- 
ing thoughts of themselves, and 
the most thankful, admiring, and 
exalting thoughts of his wis- 
dom, power, and grace, and to 
glory only in the Lord. From 
the facts and truths, which have 
been suggested, they should al- 
so learn entirely to despair of ef- 
fecting the enlargement and 
prosperity of Zion, by all their 
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own power or holiness, and to 
seek and pray and labor for this, 
in an entire dependence on Ged, 
and ina firm confidence of the 
fulfilment of all his promises 
respecting it. 

From these truths and facts 
they likewise may and ought to 
derive encouragement, support, 
and comfort to their hearts, in 
times when outward appearan- 
ces are the most dark and dis- 
couraging. 

From the same facts and 
truths sinners, and awakened, 
distressed sinners in particular, 
may also learn from what source 
there is any ground to hope for 
their salvation, and not to in- 
dulge to despair, although they 
are sensibly convinced that their 
case is so desperate, that they 
may well despair of relief from 
all human resources, and that 
their recovery and _ salvation 
would be as reala miracle, as the 
production of children, to serve 
and enjoy God, from the rock 
and from the clay of the pit. 


—D oe 


On the reasonableness of an im= 
mediate refientance. 


(Continued from p. 207.) 


17. HE next consideration 

to which I would call 
the attention of my readers, is, 
the dreadful punishment to 
which the impenitent are con- 
stantly exposed, and which they 
will surely suffer if they conti- 
nue of their present character. 
Every thing which pertains to 
the future world, is transcend- 
ently important to beings who 
are to exist hereafter ; but the 
prospect of unalterable and eter- 
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immortal beings, of all subjects 
the most awful and command- 
ing. On-such a_ subject the 
reasonings and conjectures of 
man are vain, and often pre- 
sumptuous ; happily we are in 
this amazing concern left to 
neither. The scriptures of truth 
have informed us what are the 
destinies of the righteous and 
the wicked inthe world to come. 
im * From these alone could we hope 
for the information ; and-since 
God, in them, bas graciously af- 
forded it to us, let it be our con- 
cern, that the knowledge we 
have thus obtained be wisely 
exerted. In order to give a 
proper view of the future pun- 
ishments of the wicked, I shall 
quote several passages of scrip- 
ture from among many of a si- 
milar import. Psa. xi. 6. “ Up- 
on the wicked he shall rain 
snares, fire and brimstone, and 
an horrible tempest: this shall 
be the portion of their cup.”— 
Isai. Ixvi. 24. “ And they shall 
vo forth, and look upon the car- 
cases of the men that have trans- 
gressed against me: for their 
worm shall not die, neither shall 
their fire be quenched ; and they 
shall be an abhorring unto all 
flesh.”— Matt. xiii. 41,42. The 
Son of man shall send forth his 
angels, and they shall gather out 
of his kingdom all things that 
offend, and them which do in- 
iquity, and shall cast them into 
a furnace of fire; there shall be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth.” 
— Matt. xxv. 41. “ Then shall 
he say also unto them on the 
left hand, Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his an- 
gels.”——Mark ix. 47, 48. % And 
if thine eye offend thee, pluck it 
out: itis better for thee to en- 
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ter into the kingdom of God 
with one eye, than having two 
eyes to be cast into hell-fire ; 
where their worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched.” 
2 Thess. i. 7, 8, 9. & The Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels, 
in flaming fire, taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and 
that obey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: who shall 
be punished with everlasting de- 
struction from the presence of 
the Lord, and from the glory of 
his power.”—Rev. xiv. 9, 10, 11. 
“]f any man worship the beast 
and his image, and receive his 
mark in his forehead, or in his 
hand, the same shall drink of 
the wine of the wrath of God, 
which is poured out without 
mixture into the cup of his in- 
dignation ; and he shall be tor- 
mented with fire and brimstone 
in the presence of the holy angels, 
andinthe presence of the Lamb: 
and the smoke of their torment 
ascendeth up for ever and ever: 
and they have no rest day nor 
night who worship the beast and 
his image, and whosoever re- 
ceiveth the mark of his name.” 
‘That these portions of the word 
of God relate to sufferings infi- 
nitely surpassing human con- 
ception,is evident to every per- 
son who reads them with decent 
attention. ‘Two prominent fea- 
tures in the inspired descriptions 
of future misery, are its dread- 
fulness, and its duration. The 
first is represented by all the 
awfulimages most calculated to 
affect the imagination, and thus 
to influence the sinner to es- 
cape from so tremendousan evil. 
What is more dreadful than te 
be tormented with fire and brim- 
stone 2 What more expressive 
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of extreme torture than weeping, 
and wailing and gnashing of teeth 2 
The duration of this vengeance 
ofan offended Deity, is declared, 
in the passages I have quoted, 
to be for ever and ever; the 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched ; the destruction with 
which those ere punished who 
obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, is an everlasting 
destruction, and the smoke of 
their torment ascendeth up for 
ever andever. Words and phra- 
ses more naturally conveying 
the idea of eternity, or endless 
duration, cannot be found in any 
language. Let the reader fix 
his mind upon the awful import 
of eternal punishment ; Jet him 
consider that the word of God 
denounces it upon every impen- 
itent sinner ; and let him pray 
to be enabled by the Spirit of 
all grace, to make a proper use 
of the amazing consideration. 
We are apt to speak of the im- 
portance of various sublunary 
things ; and, in adegree, many 
such things havean importance , 
but what resemblance has any 
thing on earth to the vast con- 
cerns of the world to come ?— 
What are fire and sword, pesti- 
lence and famine, those terrible 
ravagers of human happiness, 
compared with the misery of a 
single immortal soul condemned 
to everlasting burnings? The 
very thought of such horrible 
perdition is enough to over- 
whelm the mind with utter dis- 
may ; what then must the en- 
durance be ? 

It is evident that the Deity, 
by the revelation of future pun- 
ishment, intended it should have 
«un important influence over our 
conduct while in this state of 
probation. The emphasis which 
Von. VII. NO. 12. 





is laid upon it by our Saviour and 
his apostles, as well as the force 
and certainty of the language 
used, and the frequent mention 
of the subject, all conspire to 
show that this was the design of 
God. It is, then, of transcend- 
ent interest to us, that we re- 
ceive these awful declarations as 
the word of God, not as mere 
threats of intimidation never in- 
tended to be put in execution, 
butasthe denunciations of Jeho- 
vah which admit not the least 
allowance ; and that we settle it 
in our minds, as_ unalterable 
truth, that if we escafe not from 
thiseternal punishment, we must 
surely suffer it. 

Many persons, when they hear 
such doctrine delivered from the 
desk, affect to consider it as 
mere priestcraft, and turn from 
it with a supercilious air, or at- 
tempt to outbrave it by a laugh, 
observing, perhaps, that they 
wish not to be frightened into 
heaven. Miserable deluders of 
themselves ! It is to be feared, 
the time will come, when God 
will laugh at their calamity, and 
mock when their fear cometh, Let 
all such, and all others who re- 
main impenitent, be exhorted 
to flee fram the wrath to come. 

c..¥. A 
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Remarks on the 18th Chapter of 
Exzckiel. 


HIS chapter has been con- 
sidered by many as being 
extremely dark and mysterious, 
and withall very difficult to re- 
concile with the general tenor 
of divine revelation, and espe- 
cially with the important doc- 
trine ef the certain fiereever- 
lii 


































































































































































































































450 Remarks on the 
ance of saints —Under this view 

it has been resorted to by those 

whohave adopted a different sen- 

timent, as furnishing ground of 
support. On a slight perusal of 
this chapter, it is confessed these 

difficulties appear formidable, 
and operate almost to shake the 
faith of many a sincere be- 
liever in the truth of the divine 
promises, and especially that of 
our blessed Saviour, * that those 
whom he loveth, he loveth unto 
the end.” ‘These reflections, 
and having noticed the perver- 
sion of what appears to be the 
correct meaning of the passage, 
have induced the following con- 
cise remarks. In the first place, 
it is worthy of remark, that this 
prophecy was delivered in about 
the 8th year of the reign of 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Baby- 
Jon, about 590 years before the 
Christian era; and to the cap- 
tive Jews whom he had carried 
to Babylon, and shortly after he 
had captivated almost the whole 
kingdom of Judea, carried away 
all the rich vessels and furniture 
of the temple, and brought them 
to Babylon. This event took 
place long after they had_rejec- 
ted the true worship of God, 
and had lived ina state of ido/a- 
try, had been repeatedly warned 
and admonished by the prephets, 
and severely punished in vari- 
ous ways, by God in his provi- 
dence, for these thei national 
sins. Under these punishments 
and chastisements, the rebellious 
Jews had not only continued in 
the same practice of iniqui- 
ty, but had also murmured 
against the justice of the divine 
dispensations with respect to 
them, and intreduced this pro- 
verb “ The I’ather’s have eaten 


18th Chapiter of Ezekiel. 
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“ the sour grape, andthe child- 
“ ren’s tecth are set on edge. 

The plain language of which 
is, our fathers are said to have 
sinned against God, and we, their 
innocent children and posterity, 
are suffering the consequences, 
which we consider unjust. 
In this way they justified their 
own impicty and wickedness, 
and discovered hearts utterly 
impenitent, while they pre- 
sumptuously charged the Most 
High, with cruelty and injustice. 
This chapter begins with re- 
. proving these Jews for this their 
arrogant presumption and wick- 
.ednessy and proceeds to vindicate 
the divine justice, and the se- 
verity of his dispensations, and 
asserts the doctrine of divine 
sovereignty herein, from the con- 
sideration, that all souls were 
his. And to evince still further 
the rectitude of his providential 
dealings with them, he conde- 
scends, by the prophet, to reason 
with them, and from the 5th to 
the end of the 9th verse to state 
and recapitulate the terms on 
which aman should find accep- 
tance with God. I say recapit- 
ulate, because, by attending to 
the junctions made upon the 
Jews in the books of Exodus, 
Leviticus and Deuteronomy, we 
shall find that allthe particulars 
in the before mentioned verses, 
were there enforced upon them 
to observe and practice, as being 
specially commanded of God, 
as those duties which they owed 
to God, their neighbor and them- 
selves. ‘These were to be per- 


formed with al/ the heart, and 
all the soul, and all the strength, 
and all the mind. That is, thése 
acts of duty were to be perform- 
ed with a deep and impressive 
sense of the rightful authority 








i807.] 


of Jehovah, in giving the com- 
mand, accompanied by unfeign- 
ed love to his Aoly character as 
such, and both evinced by those 
acts of cheerful and willing obe- 
dience. And it is particularly 
to be noticed, that one of the 
most essential of the statutes 
which the Most High gave to 
the Jews, was that they should 
dove the Lord their God, with all 
their heart, soul, &c See Deu- 
teronomy 6th Chap. 1 to 6th 
verse. 

** Now these are the command- 
ments, the statutes and the judg- 
ments which the Lord your God, 
commanded to teach you, that 
ye might do them in the land 
whither ye go to possess it. 
That thou mightest fear the 
Lord thy God to keep all his 
statutes and his commandments, 
which I command thee, thou 
and thyson and thy son’s son, 
all the days of thy Iife, that thy 
days may be prolonged.” 

‘“ Hear therefore, O Israel, 

and observe and do it, that it may 
be well with thee, and that ye 
may increase mightily as the 
Lord God of thy fathers hath 
promised thee in the land that 
floweth with milk and hon- 
ey.” 
“ Hear, O Israel, the Lord our - 
God is one Lord. And thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thine heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy might.” 

“ And these words which I 
command thee this day shall be 
in thine heart, &c.” 

See also the 11th verse of 
the 7th chapter and the 11th 
verse of the 8th chapter, and a 
varicty of others. 

Atter enumerating from the 
5th tothe 8th verse the varicus 
duties.included in the second ta- 
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ble of the law, the whole is sum- 
med up in that comprehensive 
manner in the 9th _ verse, 
“ Hath walked in my statutes, 
and kefit my judgments to deal 
truly he is just, he shall surely 
live saith the Lord God.” This 
walking in the statutes and keep- 
ing the judgments of God, as 
herein expressed, included in 
it love to God, and a consequent 
temper of obedience to him, 
whichis that to which all the 
promises inthe Bible are made, 
for saith our Saviour, love is the 
fulfilling of the law. 

From the 10th to the end 
of the 13th verse, we have a 
description of the character of a 
profligate and wicked son, of a 
righteous father, with an assur- 
ance, that the righteousness of 
the father shall not avail to the 
benefit of the wicked and im- 
penitent son, and to support the 
truth of the declaration before 
made, viz. “ The soul that sin- 
neth it shall dic.” 

Fromall this the Jews might ve- 
ry naturally draw this conciusion, 
that all their impeachment of 
the divine justice was ground- 
less and criminal, and was an ad- 
monition to them to examine 
their own heart and conduct to 
find the true cause of all those 
awful and exemplary judgments 
of God upon them, and no longer 
to attribute these to the sins of 
their fathers. Ifthe foregoing 
remarks are correct, i* is believ- 
ed that the sentiment advanced 
by some that nothing more was 
required in this chapter, than 
merely the performance of those 
duties of the second table, com- 
monly called duties to our neigh- 
bor,to entitleany one tothe favor 
of God and eternal life, is .with- 
out foundation. 
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Upon this construction it ap- 
pears that something more was 
required of a Jew, than mercly 
the performance of external 
rites and ceremonies. They were 
required to exercise love to God, 
and faith in the great expiatory 
sacrifice which in the fulness of 
time was to be offered up, and 
to which all their bleeding sa- 
crifices pointed, and which a- 
lone rendered them of any sig- 
nificance. And as this was de- 
livered to the Jews, they could 
not reasonably hope for accep- 
tance short of lo «to God, faith 
in the typified Saviour to come, 
anda faithful and honest obser- 
vance of all the various duties 
to thelr neighbor, and all these 
perfermed from a spirit of obe- 
dience ; for all these were in- 
cluded in keeping the statutes 
and judgments of God. In the 
21st and 22d verses we are as- 
sured, “ If the wicked man will 
turn from his sins which he hath 
conimitted, and keep all my stat- 
utes, and do that which is law- 
ful and right, he shall surely 
live, he shall not die. All his 
transgressions which he hath 
committed shall not be men- 
tioned unto him. In his right- 
eousness that he hath done he 
shall live.’ This represents a 
state of pardon and justification, 
and the terms of it. But this 
could not be obsained in conse- 
quence ofany righteousness sim- 
ply theirs. The ordinance of 
the scape goat was of divine ap- 
pointment, and plainly signified 
that a substitute was necessary, 
that their sins must be borne by 
that substitute, and therefore 
faith in that substitute as atype, 
was a necessary condition of 
their justification. 

The apostle Paul assures us, 





that without shedding of blood 
there could be no remission of 
sin : and further, that the blood 
of bulls and of goats were of 
themselves wholly insufficient ; 
the unaveidable inference, there- 
fore is, that in every acceptable 
sacrifice the Jew must haye had 
his faith fixed upon Christ, the 
promised Messiah and great ex- 
piatory sacrifice, of which his 
was butatype. In confirmation 
of this sentiment we are assured 
from the highest authority, that 
Christ was the odject of the faith 
ofthe believing Jew. Our Sa- 
viour saith that Abraham “ re- 
joiced to sce my day, he saw it, 
and was glad.” 

The result and sum of the 
foregoing remarks, is this :— 
That the termsand conditions on 
which the promise of life is 
made in this chapter, are these, 
viz. supreme love to God, faith 
in the promised Messiah, as the 
great antitype, to which the law 
sacrifices were but types, and a 
faithful performance of all the 
duties enjoined, as the fruit of 
an honest and obedient heart. 
And that a mere performance 
of external acts of obedience, 
without a corresponding, dispo- 
sition of heart to the divine law, 
will be unavailing and insufli- 
cient. 

In the 24th verse it is said, 
“ When the righteous man tur- 
netlt away from his righteous- 
ness, and committeth iniquity 
and doeth according to all the 
abominations that the wicked 
man doeth, shall he live? all his 
righteousness which he hath 
done shall not be mentioned, in 
the trespass that he hath tres- 
passed, and in the sin which he 
hath sinned, in them shall he 
dic.” The righteousness allu- 
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ded to in this passage, is the 
same as that ntentioned by the 
apostic, when he says, “ that 
being ignorant of Chrisi’s righ- 
tcousnes and going about to es- 
tablisha righteousnessof their own 
they have not submitted them- 

selves unto the righteousness of: 


God.” This senttment is con- 
firmed na the 13th verse of the 
xxxlli chap. of Ezekicl, viz. 


“ When I shall say to the right- 
eous that he shall surely live, if 
he trust to his own righteousness, 
and commit iniquity, all his 
righteousness shall not be re- 
membered, but for his tniquity 
which he hath committed, he 
shall die for it.” 

in viewing such passages, it 
may be us seul to nolice the dis- 
tinction between that kind of 
righteousness which is merely 
selfish, or what the prophet calls 
his own righteousness, and the 
righteousness pf fith. ‘The 
former is represented as being 
always offensive to God, the 
latter always acceptable. One 
is the fruit and eficct of the im- 
plantation of grace and holiness 
by the divine Spirit, the other 
isthe effect of an unholy and 
sinful nature—This holy tem- 
per is peculiar to those who are 
born anew by the Spiiit of God, 
and are the sons of God; the 
other the product of an heart 
wholly under the dominion oi 
sin. That the righteousness 
there mentioned is ofthe charac- 
ter menticned by the prophet 
as their own righteousness, may 
be inferred from that expression 
in the passage quoted, * Doth 
according to ail the adon inutions 
that the wickec 
‘Lhe character of the wicked is, 
that they have no fear of God 
before their CVCS, and being | | 


man qos.’  — 
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quite destitute of true love to 
God, or holiness of heart, 
their thourhts, words and ac- 
tions are evil, only evil, and that 
continually,andin the chapter un- 
derconsideration they are repre- 
sented as living i in the open and 
continued violation of the com- 
mands of their Maker, and in 
the ccmmission of those flag- 
rant iniquities, which are quite 
inconsistent with their posses- 
sing .any principle of saving 
grace or holiness of hea rt—If 
any are in a state of favor with 
God, it is in consequence of 
their being created anew in 
Christ; thatis, as the apostle ex- 
presses it, the oldman or body of 
sinisdestroyed,and the new man, 
or new nature is created, after 
the meeee of God in rightcous- 
ness and true holiness ; and all 
this is necessary to their being 
able to do any thing acceptable 
to God, or to entitle any one to 
the pron iise of life. In thisthe 
holy Spiritof God takes pos- 
session of the soul for himsel fy 
asa trophy of his infinite power 
and grac Cy and being thus pos- 
sessed of his own will, and by 
his almighty power, who shail 
dis possess this divine resident. 
But in order to its being lost, 
Satan must dis spossess the Holy 
Spirit of his empire in the soul, 
and again take possession for 
himself; or God must repent 
his having taken that soul for 
his own, and consequently give 
it up; in cither case, the divine 
power or divine stability is im- 
peached, and his infinite charac- 
ter traduced. 
The apostle in view of this 
subject, with an emphasis pe- 
cuiler to the case, sajth, “ Who 
shall separate us from the love 
Ged.” Andafter enumerating 
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the most probable causes, he 
summeth up the whole in that im- 
ressive manner of his, viz. “ For 
i am persuaded that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities nor powers, nor 
height nor depth, nor any other 
creature shall be ad/e to sepa- 
rate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” The plain inference from 
the whole therefore is, that the 
heart being totally destitute of 
truc love to God, from which 
any acceptable obedience can 
flow, the righteousness from 
wnich he is represented as 
turning must have been merely 
a legal or ceremonial righteous- 
ness, on which he depended, 
until the want of a principle of 
heart holiness, permits him 
to fall into crimes which at once 
mark and fix his character. 
That something more is re- 
quired than merely the perform- 
ance of external acts of obedi- 
ence, may be inferred from the 
following expressions, viz. “ Re- 


pent and turn yourselves from | 


all your transgressions, so ini- 
quity shall not be your ruin.— 
Cast away from you all your 
transgressions whereby you have 
transgressed, and make you a 
new heart and a new spirit, for 
why will ye die.”——~Here we find 
that a new and a penitent 
heart is required, accompanied 
by aturning from all their ini- 
<juities, and all their transgres- 
sions of the holy law of God, as 
the natural fruit and evidence of 
this new jcart and sfiirit, toen- 
title the subject to life. 

And since by the gospel of 
the Son of God, life and immor- 
tality are more fully and cleariy 
brought to light, we are assured 


Cor. Vv. Deli. (June, 
new heart, and an holy disposi- 
tion, to enable any one to exer- 
cise love to God, repentance for 
sin, and faith in Jesus Christ as 
the only Saviour of sinners, 
which are indispensable requi- 
sites to obtain pardon, justifica- 
tion and salvation, through the 
atonement and righteousness of 
Christ. ZETHER. 


Remarks on 1 Cor. vy. 9—11. 


“ IT wrote unto you in an epis- 
tle not to company with forni- 
cators. Yet not altogether with 
the fornicators of this worid, or 
with the extortioners or with 
idolaters, for thei, must ye needs 
go out of the world. But row 
Ihave written unto you not te 
keep company, if any man that 
is called a brother be a fornica- 
tor, or covetous, or an idolater, 
ora railer, or a drunkard, or aa 
extortioner, with such an one, 
no not to cat.” 


ARIOUS have been the 
opinions which have been 
entertained by professing Chris- 
tians, respecting the design of 
the apostle in these directions ; 
some supposing it to include a 


a church of Christ, eating at 
common meals with an excom- 
municated person, others that 
the offended should be debarred 
the privilege of partaking with 
the church of the sacramental 
supper. The writer had long 
been of opinion that the former 
sentiment was correct, but on 
examining and reexamining the 
whole chapter, doubts have ari- 
sen, whether the apostle’s mcan- 





af the absolute necessity of a 


prohibition against members of 
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mg had not been misunder- | 
stood. 

1, Itseems that the apostle 
had written to the church at 
Corinth on the general subject 
of maintaining an improper com- 
munion with immoral and scan- 
dalous persons. In which he di- 
rects them not to be “ unequal- 
ly yoked together with unbe- 
lievers,” &c.. and it would seem 
from his remarks to his Co- 
rinthian converts, that by attend- 
ing to these, they had overlook- 
ed or neglected their duty res- 
ecting their treatment of an 
immoral professor. This seems 
to be evident from what the a- 
postle observes, in the former 
part of the chapter, where he 
tells them, that it was common- 
ly reported to him, that there 
were some amongst them who 
were guilty of the most flagrant 
offences, such as even the unbe- 
lievers were ashamed to be guil- 
ty of; and that notwithstanding 
their Christian profession and 
character, they were so far from 
disciplining the offenders, that 
in boasting of their Christian 
profession, they had made it a 
cloak to cover their faults — 
Under this apprchension he 
proceeds to give his directions 
more particularly, herein letting 
them know how they were to 
treat a brother who should be 
guilty of such offences ; as in 
the llth verse he says, “ But 
now,’ that is in the former part 
of this chapter, “ J have written 
unto you, ifany man that is 
called a brother be a fornicator, 
ora coyetous, &c. with such an 
one no notto eat.” Here the 
apostle speaks in the fast tense, 


and by looking back to the di-. 


rections he had just been giving 
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certain his meaning. He tells 
them that when they are ga- 
thered together in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Chrijst, that they 
should deliver such an one unto 
Satan, for the destruction of the 
flesh ; that is, they were to de- 
prive him of those privileges 
which as members of the gospel 
church they were permitted to 
enjoy ; and in that way the in- 
corrigible offender, would be 
considered (agreeable to the di- 
rections of our Saviour) as an 
heathen man and a_ publican. 
Thus he would be deprived of 
his standing or membership in 
that church and of the privilege 
of partaking with them of the 
Gospel feast. By thus pur- 
ging out the old leaven, they 
were directed by the apostle, to 
be prepared tokeep the feast, 
which was indeed a represente- 
tion of Christ our passover be- 
ing sacrificed for us. 

In this feast they were not tu 
permit those who were a scandal 
to Christ, and his religion to 
unite with them to eat—But 
since he, judging of them in the 
spirit of Christ, had declared 
them unfit to be members of 
his Church, therefore, he 
says, put away from amongat you 
that wicked person.—Here they 
were to put him away from a- 
mongst them. In this he speaks 
of them collectively, and in all 
the expressions, there seems to 
be anallusion to their eating at 
the sacramental supper.—This 
construction of the passage com- 
ports with the direction of our 
Saviour, that an excommunica- 
ted person should be considered 
and treated as an Heathen man 
and a Publican. But how are 
Christians to treat such? If we 
are to take our Saviour for an cx 





them, we can more readily as- 
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ample herein, we are not bound 
to decline the common inter- 
course of eating with them ; for 
it seems he did freely eat with 
Publicans and Sinners.— Wher 
therefore a person is excommu- 
nicated, neither the Church nor 
lis incividual members, have 
any thing further to do with bim 
inthe way of discipline, so long 
as he continues excommunica- 
ted.—For saith the apostle, what 
have Zto do to judge them that 
are without. 


ZETHER. 


Contemplations for Christian 
communicants pirevicus to, or 
when sitting down at the tablo 
of the Lord; suggested by an 
angel’: kind address to pious 
qomen who were seeking their 
beloved Lord. Matthew xxviii. 
6, * Come, sce the piace where 
the Lord lay.” 

FEW remarks may be 

made with respect to the 
benefit which Christian profes- 
sors may derive from coming, 
and, by aneye of faith, viewing 
the place where the Lord Jesus 
jay. We cannot sec this place 
now with our bodily eyes, as the 
anzel invited the women to sce 
it; but we may contemplate on 
it—may enter into the certainty 
of it, and by faith view the tomb 

—the silent bed in which the 

body of our Lord slept. We 

can see this now, as well as the 

Galatians could see the crucifix- 

ion of Christ, when he had 

risen from the dead and ascend- 
el into heaven before they ever 

heard of him. Gal. iii. 1. “ O 


fuolish Calations who hath be- 
witched you, that ye should not 
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obey the truth, before whose eyes 
Jesus Christ hath been eviden:- 


iy set forth, crucified among 


you *” How was Christ cruci- 
fied in the sight of the Gala- 


q 


tians ? Answer, In the teaching 
and instructive sacrament of the 
Lord’s supper, as well as by the 
apostie’s preaching. 

Ina word, while we turn aside, 
o behold this great sicht, the 
mimaculate Lamb of God car- 
ried to asilent tomb, and there 
abiding so long a space, as to 
evidence that he was really 
dead, and then by his own pow- 
er breaking through the bands 
of death, triumphing openly 
over the cross and the grave, 
some profitable truths, in a con- 
vincing light, are exhibited to 
view : and here Ist, We may 
sec the love of Christ. 

We read of love that is strong 
as death. Cant. vill. 6. And 
is not the love of Christ stronger, 
inas much as he went through 
death in its most bloody colours 
to express it? When cur Lord 
wept at the grave of Lazarus 
the Jews said, Behold how he 
loved him! Much more reason 
have we to say, looking into the 
sepulchre, See how he loved us! 
If we view his dead and 1aangled 
body, we shall see the marks of 
love upon it.—It islove without a 
precedent—without a parallel ! 
Greater love hath no man than 
this, we are told, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends ; 
but Christ died for his enemics 
—for the ungodly. 

2. While we view the place 
where Christ lay, we may see 
the demerit of sin. The bles- 
sed Saviour took the low place 
of the sinner, and had the sins of 
a guilty world placed to his ac- 
count; and all the,shame, con- 
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tempt and pain which he under- 
went, was but the desert of sin. 

And when we see him bieed- 
ing and expiring on the cross, 
ve have set before usin a strik- 
ing light the demerit ofsin--The 
wages of sin is death. And 
when we cast our eye into the 
sepulchre, we may discover the 
victorious arm of death; and 
that it is sin that exposes to it— 
Had we not deserved death, if 
we had looked a thousand times 
into the tomb, we should never 
have seen Jesus there. Let us 
view, and be affected at the sight, 
saying in our hearts, we see 
now what has wasted all our 
generations, viz. sin as the me- 
ritorious and procuring cause. 

3. By looking into the sepul- 
chre where our dear Lord lay, 
we may behold the inflexible 
justice of God. 

In many ways the great Lord 
of all hath made it appear, that 
he hates sin: he hath done this 
by the judgments of his mouth, 
in his written word—He hath 
done it by the judgments of his 
hand, in the course of his holy 
providence—He hath revealed 
his wrath from heaven against 
the ungodliness and unright- 
cousness of man: but never did 
his justice appear so conspicu- 
ous, so illustrious as in the suf- 
ferings and death of our glorious 
Immanuel. When we take a 
view of this, we may exciaim, 
in the language of the Psalmist, 
“His righteousness is like the 
great mountains, and his judg- 
ments are a great deep? May 
we not say that the justice of 
God is more illustrated and ma- 
nifested by the death of Christ, 
than by the overthrow of fallen 
angels—the drowning of the old 
world—the burning of Sodom 
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and Gomorrah—the destruction 
of Jerusalem—yea, more than 
by the eternal perdition of un- 
godly men? While we look to 
the place where Christ lay, we 
may cry out, with holy awe, Oh, 
the inflexible justice of a holy 
God! When the eternal Son of 
his love took on him the iniqui- 
ties of men, he would not spare 
for his crying ; but said, awake, 
O sword, against my shepherd, © 
&e. 

His darling must enter the 
dreary tomb, and there lie for a 
space, (after all his other suffer- 
ings,) rather than one jot or tittle 
pass from his law, or his justice 
suffer in the least. But, 

4. Come, see the place where 
the Lord lay, and there you may 
see, to your great consolation, 
that glorious attribute justice 
fully satisfied, and the gospel 
covenant ratified. Justice hav- 
ing seized the Son of God, 
man’s sponsor, and sent him 
into the darksome tomb, had he 
not given full satisfaction to it,. 
he would have remained there 
for ever, a sacrifice to this dear 
perfection of Deity. The wo- 
men who came to the sepulchre 
and looked in, might have seen 
him there—the unbroken chains 
of justice would have heid 
him there a jfrisoner without 
release. But when we look 
in, and find he is not there, 
butis risen ,we learn the satisfac- 
tion of his blood—that justice 
hath no further challenge—@ 
gospel covenant evidenced and 
established—and a strong con- 
solation set before those who 
have fled for refuge, and laid 
hold of Christ by faith. To 
this import we read Col. ii. 15. 
« And having spoiled principali- 
ties and powers, he madea shew 
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ef them, openly triumphing 
ever them in it.” This open 
shew he made when he quitted 
the tomb, and bade farewel to 
the last remains of death.— 
With how much propriety might 
he then exult, “ Where’s thy 
victory, boasting grave |” 

5. We learn from the resur- 
rection of Christ, that the gospel 
hope is a sure hope. 

He who laid down his life, and 
had power to take it again, 
and istruth itself, and cannot lie, 
surely is worthy of credit—and 
hath power and authority to set- 
tle andestablish a religion which 
will not fail those who have the 
promises of it ontheirside. The 
promises of such a personage 
are of worth. Then let us lay 
hold on them, rely on them, 
and seek the consolation which 
is treasured up m them. And 


let us take the exhortation given | 


in 2 Cor. vii. 1, “ Having there- 
fore these frromises, dearly be- 
loved, let us cleanse ourselves 
from all filthiness of the flesh 
and spirit, perfecting holiness in 
the fear of God. 

6. By vicwing the place 
where Christ lay, we may be 
confirmed im the belief of our 
ewn resurrection. 

Do you sometimes, under the 
power of temptation, question 
the resurrection of your own 
bodies ? Come view the place 
where the Lord lay ; for now is 
Christ risen, and become the 
first fruits of them who sleep 
inhim. And if we believe that 
Christ died, rose and revived, 
even so them who sleepin him, 
will God bring with him. 1 
Thess. iv. 14. 

The resurrection of Christ 
and that of believers, are but 
parts of the same design—and 
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there is sucha connection be- 
tween them, that if the dead 
rise not, then Christ is not risen. 
1 Cor. xv. 16. 

In a word, when you who are 
Christians come and see the 
place where Christ lay, and have 
your faith established in his 
resurrection, from the same 
proof you may be assured of 
your own—For, if the Head be 
risen so will the members rise 
indue time. So that you may 
comfortably conclude, God hath 
begotten you again to a lively 
hope by the resurrection of Je- 
sus Christ frem the dead, to an 
inheritance incorruptible, and 
umdlefiled, and that fadeth not 
away. | Pet.i. 3, 4. 

Thus we see, some good les- 
sons may be learned, by coming 
and beholding by faith, the place 
where the Lord lay. 

Now let Christian professors, 
| when they are approaching the 
hely communion, (and indeed, 
at all suitable times,) improve 
the thought, “ Come, see the 
| place where their Lord lay.” Let 
them view it with contrition for 
sin, and abasement of soul, that 
ever they should run so far in 
debt to divine justice, that noth- 
ing short of the sufferings and 
death of Christ could atone for 
them, and bring them to God. 

It was for our sakes that he 
entered into this hole in the 
rock, and made his bed in dark- 
ness. 

Again, Let us view the place 
where the Lord lay, with admi- 
ration and astonishment, that so 
high a personage as the Son of 
God, one equal with the Father, 
should lie so low with the marks 
of dishoner upon him. What 
manner of love is this! The 





very angels, no doubt, view it 
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with amazement—and beside, 
while we view this place, let us 
renew our humble trust in God 
through Christ for salvation. 

Is our faith weak and waver- 
ing, let us view the certainty of 
Christ’s resurrection, and of our 
own, we being~united to him— 
and if we can be well fixed in: 
this, and that we have an inter- 
cat in bim, what a foundation 
have we for hope and joy ? See 
1 Pet. i. 20. “God raised him 
from the dead, and gave him 
glory, that our faith and hope 
might be in God. 

Further, Let the view of this 
place where the Lord lay, re- 
mind us of our ewan death— 
Though in the instance before 
us, death is swallowed up of 
victory, yet this was not to free 
us from a natural death, but to 
take away the sting of it, and 
purchase a joyous resurrection 
from the dead. Hence, we haye 
reason to be very thankful to 
God, that he hath made the im- 
portant point of Christ’s resur- 
rection so sure and incontrovert- 
ible. We have as good evi- 
dence of its truth, as the nature 
of the thing will admit; ar jn- 
deed as we can desire; and! 
those very endeavors of the Jews 
to destroy the belief of it, serye 
to establish its truth. Christ 
had before put the truth of his 
mission at issue upon this single 
point, his resurrection from the 
<lead. Matt. xii. 39, 40, And 
now it being accomplished, he 
hath the proofof atrue prophet. 
Deut. xviii 21. Then let our 
faith be strong it this belief, and 
strong inthe Lord. 

And, let us gratefully and 
affectionately remember the Re- 
deemer. Let us not forget his 
dying lovc—and endeavor to be 
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properly affected with the view 
of it, especially whenever we 
celebrate it at his table. Surely 
he hath done enough to induce 
us, for ever most cordially to 
remember him, and bear him 


| on our hearts. While we muse, 


let our hearts burn with holy af- 
fections to him, who left his Fa- 
ther’s bosom for us—exchanged 
his native heaven, (vailing his 
divinity) for an uncomfortable 
manger, an agonizing garden, 
an accursed cross, anda borrow- 
ed tomb. 

And let us in future make it 
our care to manifest a due ree 
gard to him, by living to him, 
in patterning after his example, 
and conforming to his laws.— 
And if we be found righteous 
before God, walking in all the 
commandments and ordinances 
of the Lord blameless, we may 
expect to sit down at the mare 
riage supper of the Lamb in his 
kingdom—be fixed as monur 
mental pillars in the temple of 
our God, and go no more out. 


ste 
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A BIGAIL POTTER, was 
daughter of William and 
Abigail Potter. Her grand-fa- 
ther, by her mother, was Joshua 
Sayer, a native of Deal, in Eng- 
land, who, in early life, joined 
the Church under the care of 
the Rev. Mr. Evans ; and at the 
age of about 30 yeare came to 
Newport, andbecame a meme 
ber of the Second Congregation- 
al Church. After communing 
inthis connection for 15 years he 
was unanimously chosen Deae 
con, in which office he continucd 
till his death, 
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His family was numerous and 
the greater part of his children 
became professors of religion, 
who with the professors in their 
own families, form a larger pro- 
portion of the church, than per- 
haps the connections of any 
other family in the town, if not 
in the state. 

AsicaiL PoTTEeR was born 
Septr. 24th, A. D. 1764.—In 
the opinion of some of her 
friends, she was endued with 
grace in a very early season.— 
From her first being able to read, 
she delighted in the sacred 
scriptures. She appeared plea- 
sed with their principles as well 
as history, andto have imbibed 
their spirit, being strictly con- 
scientious and exemplary in her 
coriversation and deportment. 

At the age of 18 or 19, she 
experienced a very distressing 
despondence ; which in a de- 
gree impaired her judgment, 
and disqualified her for the du- 
ties of life. This continued about 
nine months. She then became 
calm, and was intent on divine 
subjects, constantly enquiring 
into things of a religious nature. 

About four years after, she 
relapsed into a similar distress, 
in which she continued longer 
than in the former instance ; and 
for much of the time was not 
able to pursue any employment 
inthe day, or to enjoy rest in 
the night ; and could not judge 
of those gospel truths and con- 
solations, which related to her 
case.—After many months, ei- 
ther from a crisis in her disor- 
der, or some gracious interpo- 
sition of Gop, but not, as could 
be known, in consequence of 
any instruction, she suddenly 
manifested her usual discretion 
and calmness—light and peace 
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were restored to her—=and in 
this happy state she continued 
till the close of life. 

Her last sickness was a ner- 
vous fever. She was not ap- 
prehended to be in danger, till 
within a few days of her decease. 
When acquainted with it, she 
appeared much solemnized, but 
not alarmed. She spake, in a 
very striking manner, of her un- 
worthiness; but said, she “ knew 
that her heavenly Father would 
take her in his arms, and be- 
stow upon herjereater blessings 
than could be enjoyed on earth, 
or than could be conceived — 
She observed, after the sabbath, 
that it was “very pleasant on 
that day, when confined from 
public worship, and on a bed of 
sickness to contemplate Christ 
a*icing from the dead, and tri- 
umphing over all the powers of 
darkness.” She further observ- 
ed, “ We read in scripture, 
that God hath put all things in 
subjection under the feet of 
Christ, including things in hea- 
ven and onearth. Oh, how sat- 
isfactory to consider, that all 
things are subject to him ! Were 
but one excepted, a link, as it 
were, would be taken, and the 
glorious chain broken and ruin- 
ed.” 

She experienced but few 
changes in her external state: 
the course of her life, in this 
sense, was remarkably uniform. 
And her temper generally cor- 
responded to it, being equable, 
diligent, and faithful. As a 
specimen of her habitual exer- 
cises, and not as communica- 
ting any thing unusual, the fol- 
lowing selections, from several 
of her letters, are presented ta 
the reader : 
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LETTER; no. 1. 
My dear Cousin, 

The all-wise Governor of the 
universe has seen fit, in his 
holy providence, to call you 
again to experience his af- 
flicting hand in removing anc- 
ther of your brothers by death 
I think it a duty to sympathize 
with you, and hope we shall cx- 
ercise a true submission to the 
righteous will of the Mest High. 
In this world we are in a state 
of trial, exposed not only to ev- 
ery natural evil, to losses and 
disappointments ; but there are 
a variety of delusive objects, the 
powers of darkness, and the evil 
propensities of our own hearts 
to overcome : and in ourselves 
we are feeble and helpless — 
Where, then, can we look for 
support, but to that almighty 
and merciful Saviour, wio has 
movited us “to come to him,” 
and to cast all our burthens on 
his gracious arm. Have we 
any doubts that he is willing to 
receive us? Let us consider the 
proof of his love, in his first gi- 
ving himself for us—and in his 
carrying on the work of redemp- 
tion. He has aye nige* the in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit to 
operate on the hearts of his peo- 
ple, without which ali outward 
means would be of no saving 
benefit. He not only accompa- 
nies his wiitten and preached 
word with his inestimabie bles- 
sing, but by it renders the ¢ is- 
pensations of his Providence 
even the most affiictive, subser- 
vient to his people’s best good. |1 

I hope, my dear Cousin, we 
shall wisely consider the pre- 
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ted us in this probationary state, 
we shall triumph over every 
evil, and shall rest in that world 
where there is no sorrow, for 
there is no sin, and shall join 
with the holy angels, and all the 
ransomed of the Lord, in cele- 
brating the praises of redeems 
ing love, not for a few years, but 
fora boundless, and never-end- 
ing eternity. 


LETTER, NO. 2. 

Religion is not only calcula. 
ted to support and console the 
mind in affliction, but is the only 
source of real and lasting hape 
piness in every circumstance in 
life. Mankind have naturally a 
desire of happiness, and are con- 
stanuy influenced by it, however 
different their practices, or how 
delud d so ever some muy be 
in expecting tofind solid satisfac- 
tion 10 the ¢ enjoyments of the 
world. Is it not the language 
of the most pious and wisest of 
men, that religion only can af- 
ford happiness to the rational 
mind? {tis true we ought not 
to be influenced in the choice of 
relizion, merely by a desire of 
our own happiness 7 here this 
is the case, the person Is not on- 
ly destitute of the first princi- 
ples of Christianity, but direcily 
oppose dtothem. Itis eeny 
to the faithful discharve of duty, 
that we act from slecht princi- 
ples, that we esteem beings ac- 
cording to their real worth, con- 
sequently our supreme affection 
will be placed on God. If our 


motives be right, we shall love 
him supremely, not because he 
is kind ind ecod to us.and we 





sent afflictive event, and im- 
prove it to the important purpo- 
ses for which it is sent. If we 
are faithful, the ¢ 
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fection, “ in which view only, he 
can be an object of supreme 
love.” The same principle, so 
far as we are actuated by it, will 
Jead us to a just regard to our 
neighbor, and to do to others as 
we would they should do to us. 
It will lead us to avoid all sin, 
and comply with every duty ; 
tobe grateful for every mercy, 
and patiently submissive under 
every ailliction and disappoint- 
ment, and to say with our bles- 
sed Saviour, “ Father, glorify 
thy name: not my will, but 
thine be done.” This is the 
temper which all holy and right- 
ly disposed beings exercise, and 
so far as we are righteous we 
shall discover the same disposi- 
tion, “ the same mind will be in 
us, that was in Christ Jesus.”— 
We shall love the divine law as 
holy, just and good, and behold 
it atranscript of the moral per- 
fections of the Deity : and the 
Redeemer will appear glorious 
and amiable, not only as our de- 
liverer from everlasting punish- 
ment ; but likewise in vindica- 
ting the justice of God, by sup- 
porting and magnifying that law 
which condemns us for every 
transgression. {[s not every ra- 
tional creature under the high- 
est obligations to love, serve and 
obey the Creator? especially are | 
not those whom he has been at | 
the infinite expense to redeem 
with the blood of his own Son ? 
In the gospel dispensation, all 
the divine perfections are mani- 
fested in the most astonishing 
manner. Here are the most 
wonderful displays, not only of 
the love and mercy of God, but 
of his justice, his purity, his 
hatred of sin. Every divine 
attribute is harmonized, and 
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most resplendent lustre. Wel! 

might the angels sing, at the 

birth of the Saviour, “ Glory to 
God in the highest, and on ear) 

peace, good-will toward men.” 
Is it not of the highest impor't- 
ance, that we attend with dil) 

gence to these things, that we 
make them the chief object of 
our pursuit, and resolve, by the 

grace of God assisting, that we 
willserve him in sincerity ? In 
this way, and in this only, shal! 
we glorify God, be faithful in 
the discharge of our duty to 
each other, and in this way we 
shall be subjects of a happiness 
that shall icave no wish ungrati- 
fied, and will never, never have 
anend. May God of his infinite 
mercy grant, that while I hope 
I am sincere, in endeavoring to 
recommend religion to others, 
I may not be deceived, and desti- 
tute of it myself; but that I may 
obtain mercy of the Lord to be 
found faithful, «end be washed 
from all my sins in that blood 
that is sufficient, not only to 
cleanse Judah and the inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem, but all the 
world of mankind, if they would 
apply to it, and at last be made a 
conquerer, and more than acone 
querer, through him that has 
lovedus,and given himself for us. 


LETTER, NO. 3. 

As things are circumstanced, 
it is probable we shall never 
have much opportunity of con- 
versing with each other ; and, 
perhaps, shall never see each 
other’s faces, in this world: but 
I hope we shall meet in a hap- 
pier state, where no possible 
separation can take place ; but 
where all the faithful shall be 
transformed into the image of 
their glorious Redeemer, shall 
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behold the unclouded light of 
his countenance, and join in cel- 
ebrating his praises for a never- 
ending eternity. This we are 
assured in scripture will be the 
happy state of all the real friends 
of Christ. Though, as there 
are different attainments in 
grace, we have reason to believe 
there wail be different degrees 
of glory yet each one will pos- 
sess a happiness, of which at 
present, we can form no ade- 
quate conception. Tothis state 
of blessedness, shall every indi- 
vidual, that exercises any de- 
gree of true faith in Christ, be 
brought. The weakest are as 
truly united to Christ, as those 
most eminent in gracee The 
faith they exercise is of the 
same kind, though not of the 
saine strength.—Christ is made 
of God to all believers, Wisdom 
Righteousness, Sanctification, 
and Redemption. But redemp- 
tion is net compleat in this life. 
The best are sanctified, but in 
part. They have their remain- 
ing corruptions ; a body of sin 
in them, from which they shall 
not be entirely released, till this 
mortal shall put on immortality, 
then their redemption will be 
compleat ; and, I believe, if we 
are so happy as to arrive safely 
to Heaven, we shall feel, in a 
higher sense than is possible in 
the present life, what is expres- 
sed in the 124th Psalm, Our 
soul is escafied as a bird out of 
the snare of the fowler ; the 
anare is broken, and we are es- 
cafied. Our helfiis in the name 
of the Lord, who made heaven and 
earth, Then we shall look back 
upon the dangers we have cs- 
eaped, and realize, that it is by 
grace we are saved; and shall 
say, “ Not to ourselves, but to 
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thy name, O Lord, be all the 
glory.” 


LETTER, NO. 4. 

The present is a time when 
religion is much opposed. Its 
enemies are exerting their pow- 
er to the utmost, to extirpate it 
from the earth ; and it is of im- 
portance that all who are friend- 
ly to the Redeemer should con- 
sider, not only the necessity of 
exercising faith in him, but the 
duty of making a public profes- 
sion of religion, and attending 
on the sacrament of the Lori’s 
supper. Itis the command of 
Christ, respecting the institution, 
“this do in remembrance of 
me.” And though we have rea- 
son to believe, that many will be 
| found among the real friends of 
Christ, who never openly es- 
poused his cause, and profested 
his name before the world, while 
many, who made the highest 
professions will be rejected and 
disowned, yet this ought net to 
excuse, or discourage any one 
who hasexperienced that change 
of heart which is necessary, in 
order that any duty may be dis- 
charged to the divine accep- 
tance. 

It is not essential that we 
know when this change tock 
place, but we are to judge of our 
state by the evidences of grace 
that we find in our hearts; and 
if we cannot with Peter, appeal 
tothe searcher of hearts, and 
say, “ Lord, thouwho knowest 
all things, knowest that I love 
thee” yet if we see the moral 
evil of sin, feel it to be aburthen, 
and sincerely desire to be deliv- 
ered from the power and domin- 
ion of it, as wellas from its ru- 
juous consequences, there is 
evidence that our hearts are re- 
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newed ; for such exercises are 
pot consistent with the govern- 
ing influence of a carnal mind, 
which is enmity against God ; 
which is the character of every 
one by nature. Let us not, then, 
be discouraged, though in our- 
selves we are infinitely unwor- 
thy and ill-deserving ; but let us 
consider the riches of that grace, 
which brings those, who might 
justly suffer the righteous dis- 
pleasure of the Most High, into 
the glorious liberty of the children 
of God, and renders them joint 
heirs with Jesus Christ. Let us 
put our trust in the Omnipotent 
Redeemer, who has vanquished 
the powers of darkness, and will 
lead all who trust in him, to a 
complete and final victory, over 
all their enemies. He has been 
touched with the feelings of our 
infirmities. He sees the most 
secret exercises of our hearts, 
and knows all our cenflicts with 
indwelling sin, and has promis- 
ed his grace shall be sufficient for 
us. Jetus, then, in a sincere 
dependence on that grace, re- 
solve, that we will keep all his 
commands ; and may God ena- 
ble us, to place our whole de- 
pendence on him, and grant that 
We may continue to the end, to 
the glory of his grace, in Clirist 
Jesus. 


Biographical Sketch of the Rev- 
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AMUEL STILLM AN, D. 
’ D. was born in Philadel- 
phia, Feb. 27, 1737. He was 
educated at an Academy in 
Charleston, 5. C. where he was 
ordained in Feb. 1759. The 


sume year he took his degree at 









Philadelphia College, and settled 
in the ministry at James Island, 
near Charleston. Obliged on 
account of his ill health, to quit 
that place in about 18 months 
after his first residence there, 
he removed to Bordentown, N. 
J. where he continuedtwo years 
supplying two different congre- 
gations. Afterwards he visited 
New-England, and after having 
officiated at the second Baptist 
Church in this town about one 
vear, was installed over the first 
Jan. 9. 1765. 

Dr. S. was by nature endowed 
with a good capacity, and an un- 
common quickness of appre- 
hension. His feelings were pe- 
culiarly strong and lively ; which 
wave activily to wltatever he did 
and, under the influence and con- 
trol of religious principles, ser- 
ved to increase that eminent pi- 
ety, in which nature, no less 
than grace, seemed to bave aid- 
ed him. To this constitutional 
ardor, both of sentiment and ac- 
iion, which led him to enter 
with his whole heart in whatever 
he engaged, he untied a delica- 
cy, that wouid not intentionally 
wound the feelings of any one ; 
and such easy, affable and gen- 
tlemanly manners, as would ad- 
apt themselves to almost any 
society, without diminishing in 
the smallest degree his personal 
respect on the one hand, or car- 
rying the least mixture of aus- 
terity or precision on the other. 
The lively interest he appeared 
to take in whatever affected 
the happiness or increased the 
pleasures of his friends, the gen- 
tleness of his reproofs, and the 
gratification he seemed to feel in 
commending others, united to 
his social qualities, endeared 
him to all who knew him. 
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The popularity ofa preacher 
commonly declines with his 
years. Dr. S. however, was a 
singular exception to this gen- 
eral remark. He retained it for 
upwards of 42 years, and his 
congregation, which, upon his 
first connection with it, was the 
smallest in this town, at the age 
of 70, the period of his death, he 
left amongst the most nume- 
rous. 

As a minister of Christ his 
praise was in all the churches 
Nature had furnished him with 
a most commanding voice, the 
very tones of which were admi- 
rably adapted to awaken the feel- 
ings of an audience ; and he al- 
ways managed it with great suc- 
cess. His eloquence was of the 
powerful and impressive, rather 
than of the insinuating, and per- 
suasive kind; and his manner 
so strikingly interesting, that he 
never preached to an inattentive 
audience. And even those, who 
dissented from him in some mi- 
nor points of theology, were still 
pleased with hearing him ; for 
they knew his sincerity—they 
knew him to bea good man. 
There was a fervor in his pray- 
ers, that seldom failed to awa- 
ken the devotion of his hearers ; 
for, coming from the heart, it 
failed not to reach thehearts of 
others. In his sermons, he was 
animated and pathetic. His 
subjects were often doctrinal, 
but he commonly deduced prac- 
tical inferences from them, and 
every one acknowledged his 
great usefulness. He preached 
much to the feelings and to the 
heart ; and numbers, on whose 
minds naked reason and simple 
truth could produce no serious 
effects, his powerful eloquence 
was a means both of touching 
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and reclaiming —Nor was he 
only a preacher of righteous- 
ness. W hat he taught that oth- 
ers should be, he lived himself. 

In the chamber of sickness 
and affliction he was always a 
welcome visitor. So well could 
he adapt his conversation, as to 
comfort or to caution, soothe or 
to awaken just as the case seem- 
ed to require. And if he ad- 
ministered reproof, it was done 
in so delicate and mild a man- 
ner, that it oftner conciliated es- 
teem, than created offence. In 
his prayers with the sick, 
however intricate the occasion, 
he was always both appropriate 
and highly devotional. So em- 
inent was his character for piety, 
and so universally was he beloy- 
ed, that he was often called to the 
sick and afflicted of different de- 
nominations. How many woun- 
ded hearts he has bound up, and 
from how many weeping eyes 
he has wiped the tears away ; 
how many thoughtless sinners 
he wasthe meansof awakening; 
and how many saints he has ed- 
ified and built up unto eternal 
life ; how many wavering minds 
he has settled, and to how many 
repenting simners his words 
administered peace, can be ful- 
ly known only at the great day. 

The University inCambridge, 
conferred on him the honorary 
degree of A. M. in 1761, and 
the College of Rhode-Island, 
gave hima diploma of D. D. in 
1788. 

To his church and people he 
was particularly attentive, and 
suffered no calls of relaxation or 
amusement to interfere with the 
conscientious discharge of the 
smallest professionalduty. His 
duty was always indeed his de- 
light, and nothing in his mind 

Lil 








466 








ever stood in any sort of com- 
petition with it. 

“His domestic character was 
in perfect unison with the other 
parts of it. Of husbands he 
was one of the most kind and 
accommodating ;—of parents, 
the most affectionate and en- 
dearing. It pleased the Author 
of Wisdom to Visit him with pe- 
culiar trials —In the course of a 
few years he was called to bury 
seven of his children, all adults, 
and some of them with fami- 
lies ; yet such was his confi- 
dence in the perfect wisdom of 
Gop’s governinent, that he was 
always patient and submissive, 
and his mind lest nothing of 
its lively confidence and cheer- 
ful hope. 

His habit of body, through 
life, was weakly, and he was not 
unused to occasional interrup- 
tions of his ministerial labors ; 
yet he survived all his clerical 
cotem poraries both in this town 
and its vicinity. Ht was his con- 
stant prayer that “Ais life and 
his usefulness might run fiarallel.” 
In this his desires were grati- 
fied. Avslight indisposition de- 
tained him at home the two last 
Lord’s days of his life. On the 
Wednesday following the se- 
cond of them, without any pre- 
vious symptoms, he was sudden- 
ly attacked, at about 11 o’clock. 
A. M. by a paralytic shock.— 
At 10, atnight, having received 
asecond stroke, he grew insen- 
stble, and at 12 expired. Could 
he have selected the manner of 
his death, it had probably been 
such anome as this, which spar- 
ed him the pain of separation 
from a flock he was most ar- 
dently attached to, and a family 
he most tenderly loved ; a scene, 
which to a person of his feeling 
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mind, notwithstanding all his 
religion, must have occasioned 
tshock. On the Monday fol- 


flowing, lis remains were atten- 
i ded 


to the Meeting-house, 
wherea pathetic and appropri- 
ite discourse was delivered on 
the occasfon, by the Rev. Dr, 
Batpwes, pastor of the 2d Bap- 
tist Church in this town, from 
2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. to an immense- 
ly thronged, and deeply affect- 
ed assembly; after which he 
was conveyed fo Ais long home, 
amidst the regrets of a nume- 
rous concourse of people, who 
crowded around his bier, to take 
a last look at the urn, which con- 
tained the relics of him, who 
ohce tothem was so dear, but 
whose face they now should 
see no_more. His loss will be 
long felt not only by his own 
immediate society, but all his 
other numerous friends. 

The memory of the just is bles- 
sed. 


} —— ¢ Ge 
' From the Christian Observer. 


Means of ascertaining the State. 
Of the Affections towards God. 


T has been justly stated as 

* one of the most prominent 
proefs of human corruption, 
that we are naturally disposed 
to use a different standard of 
right and wrong, of duty and 
obligation, in our reasonings 
and dealings, if I may so term 
them, with God and with man. 
In the case of our fellow-crea- 
tures, we admit the claim of su- 
perior excellencies and perfec- 
tions to admiration and love : 
we bow with reverence before 
superior understanding and 





4807.) 





‘knowledge : it would gladden 
our hearts to be invited to re- 
pose our trust in any man in 

whose character, extraordinary 
wisdom and goodness should bc 
contbined with unequalled .pow- 
er and inviolable truth. We 
should ardently hope for the fa- 
vour of such a man, and if he 
should be willing to admit us to 
his friendship, we should glory 
in such an honorable connection. 
Above all, it is acknowledged, 
that benefits and kindnesses claim 
areturn of thankfulness ; and 
tosay of aman that he is em- 
inently ungrateful, is to stain his 
character with the blackest 
die. 

How differently we are apt, 
even allowedly, to reason, and 
think, and feel towards God, 
and our blessed Saviour, needs 
but to be stated. The contrasi 
is too clear to require specifica- 
tion or proof, Lven in the case 
of our fellow creatures, we are 
perhaps more indebted for the 
justness of our moral estimate 
to self interest, than to any of 
those higher principles, and 
more elevated sources, to which 
our pride would, dispose us to 
trace its origin, It is intuitively | 


obvious to every man, that he} 
will not be allowed to have one} 
set of principles for, himself, | 


while he imposes a different set 
on other men. He is therefore 
content to admit the authority 
over himsclf of those principles 
Which it is his interest to see 
eenerally established ; and his 
sclf love evidences its power, 

not in fabricatin,; a false and par- 
tial rule in his own case, but in 
evading, by unfair coloring, and 
fallacious distinctions, the obli-’ 
gations of the general and true 
standard, But we are not thus 
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forced, inthe case of the Al- 


mighty, into the recognition 
of just principles by a regard 
for our own immediate and _pal- 
pable interest, and therefore 
here, our natural selfishness Op- 
erates with less restraint: just 
as it has been found that tyrants, 
who have been flattered into 
such an extravagant idea of their 
own perfections, as to deem 
themselves elevated above the 
ordinary condition of man, have 
appeared, by losing the whole- 
some restraint of sympathy, 
to lose all sense of moral obli- 
gation. 

I have often thought that the 
preceding considera'ions, and 
the highly important practical 
lesson which results from them, 
aresuggested, and powerfully en- 
forced on us, by the mode, uni- 
versally adopted throughout the 
Holy Scriptures, of describing 
God, and the relations in which 
we stand to him, by names used 
to designate certun conditions 
in life. Itseems as if the Al- 
mighty, in gracious condescen- 
sion to our weakness and infirm- 
ities, was willing to obviate the 
effects of our natural selfish- 
ness, and to prevent it from 
rendering us insensible to his 
claims on us, as, our Creator, 
Governor, and constant Bene- 
factor. Thus God is represen- 
ted continually as a king and a 
father ; and, more or less ex- 
pressly, once at least I remem- 
ber in positive e terms, he claims 
the peculiar sentiments and feel- 
ings which are. ackuowledged 
to be due to the fellow creature 
who stands in those relations to 
us. “If I then be a father, 
where is mine honor, and uf I 
be aimaster, where is my fear, 
saith the Lord of Hosts unte 
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you.” Inthe same manner we 
find our Blessed Saviour calling 
himself the father and friend of 
his people ; nay even the hus- 
band of his Church. 

The foregoing remarks have 
often appeared to me to suggest 
the best method of examining 
ourselves respecting both the 
nature and the degree, of those 
affections which we are requir- 
ed to feel towards our heavenly 
father, and our Almighty Re- 
deemer ; and, if I mistake not, 
we may also be hereby assisted 
in cultivating their growth, and 
extending their influence — 
Some difference indeed there 
ought ever to be between our 
feelings towards God, and tow- 
ards our fellow mortals. With 
all our thoughts of the Supreme 
Being, and with all our affec- 
tions towards him, a holy reve- 
rential awe should doubtless be 
associated ; nor is there any 
thing more severely to be con- 
demned, or more contrary to all 
which we are taught, whether 
directly or by inference, in the 
word of God, than that pro- 
fane boldness which has some- 
times falsely usurped the name 
of filial freedom. But still the 
passions of the mind, whether 
directed towards God or man, 
are the same in their nature ; it 
is only requisite that they be 
some what differently combined 
when directed oaads the Sove- 
reign Majesty of Heaven, and 
when employed on any meaner 
object. 

To explain, therefore, more 
particularly the process I would 
recommend to be pursued. Are 
we desirous of ascertaining 
whether we really Jove God and 
our blessed Saviour? Let us 
consider how we reason, and 
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think, and feel, towards any one 
of our fellow creatures, whom 
we know certainly to be the ob- 
ject of our warm attachment, to 
a beloved parent or brother, or 
to the friend of our heart. We 
shall find that we are acute to 
discover, and forward to admire 
and magnify his good qualities 
and actions ; to overlook what 
is faulty ; to judge favor- 
ably of what is doubtful. We 
love to bring forward, and dilate 
on his merits : to suppress, de- 
ny, or palliate his defects. We 
rejoice in his society : we re- 
gret his absence : we long for 
his return : we welcome his ap- 
proach: he is much and often 
in our thoughts : we are zealous 
forhis credit: we are forward 
to defend his character: we re- 
joice in oportunities of giving 
him pleasure : and if, in any in- 
stances, we profit from his kind- 
ness, our gratification is pow- 
erfully enhanced by considering 
the source from which the ben- 
efit has flowed. Now let us, if 
we would honestly examine in- 
to the reality and warmth of 
our love to God and our Saviour, 
deliberately set ourselves to en- 
quire whether our feelings tow- 
ards God, or towards our Re- 
deemer, are such as these? Do 
we find ourselves prone to lose 
ourselves, as it were, in the con- 
templation of his excellencies ; 
to muse on his wisdom, his 
goodness, his power, his conde- 
scension, his long suffering, 
his truth, his holiness ? I will 
leave it to your readers to pur- 
sue the parallel for themselves : 
I will only ask, do we find our- 
selves welcoming the sacred 
seasons of intercourse with our 
heavenly Father ? Do our coun- 
tenances lighten up, and our 
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eyes bear witness to the warmth 
of our hearts, when, in conver- 
sation, supposing neither the 
season, hor the company to for- 
bid the introduction of religious 
topics, an opportunity is afford- 
ed us of dilating on his perfec- 
tions, and “ speaking good of 
his name ?” 

Let me now proceed to anoth- 
er example, that of gratitude. 
And here I must premise, that 
there is not any sin whatever 
against which the Almighty 
more strongly denounces his 
vengence in the Holy Scriptures 
than against the contrary vice. 
Let us take an instance of any 
one who has benefited by a fel- 
low creature, as much I will not 
say (for that is impossible) but 
as nearly as possible as much, as 
we are all indebted to God.— 
How would he be expected to 
think, and feel, and act towards 
his Benefactor ? How would an 
ingenuous mind be looking out 
for opportunities of manifesting 
its gratitude’ How would it de- 
light in pouring forth its warm 
effusions ; and instead of de- 
tracting from the amount or 
number of the services it had 
received, how would it rather 
delight in multiplying, and mag- 
nifying them! The enumera- 
tion of our obligations would be 
nounwelcome, no cold, no re- 
luctant service ; not a service of 
which it would be necessary to 
remind us that the proper sea- 
son was come, and of which 
if we were disappointed, with- 
out its being clearly our own 
fault, we should secretly, not so 
much regret, as rejoice in the 
omission. If our Benefactor 
were no more, how dear would 
his memory be tous ; and sup- 
posing him to have left behind 
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him any friends or descendants, 
how endeared would they be- 
come to us, and how glad should 
we be to shew them kindness 
for his sake ? Alas ! Sir, how lit- 
tle do the best of us feel, in any 
adequate degree ; I had almost 
asked, how little do we recognize 
in any degree, the proper forms 
and characters and exercises of 
alively gratitude? Let me again 
leave it to your readers to com- 
plete the humiliating parallel, 
I will only remark that we are 
here, if I mistake not, more 
deeply, and with less excuse, 
criminal, than almost in any 
other instance ; that every im- 
provement in the performance 
of this duty will be an accession 
to the purest of our pleasures ; 
but that I believe the best of 
men, while they continue in the 
body, will have a painful sense 
of their own Geficiences in this 
particular, and will Jong for that 
day, and that world, when, with 
completely purified hearts, and 
more exalted faculties, they 
shall mix in'the songs of angels 
round the throne, acknowledg- 
ing, however, far more and tran- 
scendently higher obligations. 

I will be more brief in speak- 
ing of the feelings of reverence 
and of trust, of hoping, and glo- 
rying, and delighting in God, all 
of them affections towards God 
clearly recognized in Scripture, 
and for which the mast holy men, 
whose characters are delineated 
in the sacred volume, especialiy 
he who was honorably distin- 
guished by the name of the man 
after God’s own heart, and the 
great Apostle of the Gentiles, 
were eminently remarkable. 

What have been our feclings, 
and our demeanor, if it has ever 
happened to us to Le in the pre+ 
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sence of some fellow creature 
who has really been the object of 
our reverence ? And ‘when we 
think, or speak of the Supreme 
Being, or even when we more 
purposely and deliberately set 
ourselves to address him in} 
prayer, do we find that our feel- | 
ings and demeanor attest, in any | 
similar degree, the reality of our 
reverential awe ? . 

By whata terrible denuncia- 
tion is ‘rusting in God enforced 
onus? Andin truth we receive 
such continual proofs of the 
hollowness of all human founda- 
tions of confidence, that prior 
to experience, we might natu- 
rally presume that the injunc- 
tion to trust in God was one 


“ 


disobey. But the contrary, it is 
to be feared, is the fact. To as- 
zertain the point, let a man ob- 
serve his own heart, and watch 
how naturally and eagerly, on 
the approach of any serious dan- 
der, his mind recurs te any one 
from whom he has reason to 
expect protection :-—does he 


find himself, in any sudden} 
emergency of peril, as naturally | 


and as warmly flying in heart to 
God ; or is not this too general- 
ly rather an affair of the judg- 
ment and recollection,—# sort of 
homage which it is deemed 
decorous to pay, but on which 
little dependence is really placed, 
and in which the affections are 
little interested ? 

The inquiry concerning our 
hoping, and glorying in God, and 
delighting in him, may be con- 
ducted with still gréater facility 
and certainty. Weal] know how 
we feel about any thing which is 
really the object of our hopes. 
Let us recal any occasion in 
which our hopes were warmly 


which we should not be apt to | 





excited. How anxictisly did ive 
wait, how eagerly did we long 
for the desired ‘event! How 
much did it occupy our tho’ts ! 
How apt was it to force itself in- 
to the mind! How obstinately 
did it maintain possession! Were 
We not ready to intrude the men- 
tion of it even when contrary to 
propriety ; and was ‘it not like 
the removal of a weight which 
had hung upon us, and op- 
pressed us, when we were able 
totalk of it again without re- 
straint ? And again, if our hopes 
were disappointed; how flat and 
tasteless were at first all our or- 
dinary occupations, and even 
pleasures, and how prone were 
we to dwell on our Joss ! 
Glorying in our God and Sav- 
iour, is an affection expressly 
enjoined by the divine command, 
and powerfully recommended to 
us by the example of the most 
eminent of the worthies, both of 
the Old and New Testament — 
Would we try ourselves whether 
or not We really obey this pre- 
cept? Let us recal our own 
sensations and conduct ; Tet us 
recollect the language and behav- 
ior of others; in any instances 
in which we or they have un- 
questionably gloried in any pos- 
session or distinction. ‘Take a 
man who glories in his illustri- 
ous birth, orin his connection 
with persons of rank. ‘Take one 


| who glories in his country.— 


Take one who ffories in his 
reputation for wisdom, or learn- 
ing ; for poetical excellence, for 
great riches, for military talents 
and exploits. We know well 
how such an one would be like- 
ly to behave ; how apt he would 
be to Seek occasions to bring inte 
notice the point on which_he 
founded his coiisciousness of su- 
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periority,; how his bosom would 
swell, and his manner become 
animated on the mention of it. 
Now I wiil not say, does a Chris- 
tian exhibit such indubitable 
proofs that it isin his God and 
Saviour he glories ; but has he 
the feeling of exultation secretly 
in his heart, and are the marks 
of it only restrained from break- 
ing forth, by the just considera- 
tions of prudence and decorum: 
Does he secretly rejoice and ex- 
ult in the honorable distinction 
he enjoys of being a child of 
God and an heir of glory ; the 
follower and friend of that Sa- 
viour, who now sitteth at the 
right hand of God, angels and 
principalities and powers being 
made subject unto him ? 

Then, tor delighting in any ob- 
ject, we know, that it, is the 
strongest phrase which can bc 
used to express our receivins: 
pleasure from it. The appeal is 
therefore to be made to the 
manner in which we have. fel: 
respecting any person or. thing 
whence we have derived the 
highest of all enjoyments. 

But I am conscious I am tres- 
passing on your time, There 
is however one other affection on 
which I must detain you for «# 
few moments ; because, though 
there is none that is more clear- 
ly required of us, and, what is 
more, the want of which is more 
strongly condemned; yet is 
there perhaps none in which, 
especially in, our halcyon days 
of the Church, Christians are 
more apt to be defective. I mean 
the affection of zeal, Isit with- 
in the compass of language to 
express more strongly , the con- 
demnation of lukewarmness in 
religion, or to press more pow- 
erfully the cultivation ef zeal, 
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than they. are respectively con- 
demned and enforced by the lan- 
guage of our blessed Lord him- 
self to the Church of Laedicea ? 
} Yet it is so little regarded as a 
crime not to be zealous in the 
cause ef God, that any extraor- 
dinary measure of religious zeal 
is almost deemed to require 
upology. Thisis an instance in 
which, in this free country, 
where we are so commonly di- 
vided into sects and parties of 
different kinds, men may try, 
themselves, perhaps, more easi- 
ly, than almost any other— 
Would. we then judge fairly 
whether we really are zealous in 


and to act, in the case of the poli- 
tical or religious party to which 
we know that he is warmly attach- 
ed; and how, on the contrary, 
towards that which is opposed to 
it. Through what a partial me- 
dium does such a man view the 
actions of his party? How prone 
is he to be blind to its miscon- 
duct, and to magnify and over- 


How eagerly does he embrace, 
how reluctantly does he forego 
them? How warm in vindica- 
ting its credit; how jealous of 
any imputations that are cast on 
it; how eager in repelling them? 
How active in promoting its 
interests ; how glad to increase 
its numbers ? Andif he be really 


are his habitual judgments and 
feelings respecting those who are 
foremost in the party to which 
he is opposed ? Suppose him to 
be connected with any of them 
by the bond of being engaged 
in some common pursuit, is he 





. 


ae cause of our God and Sa- - 
viour ? Let us inquire hew any, 
man is apt to judge, how to feel: 


rate its merits? How studious of; 
occasions of, serving his party ?» 


a zealous partizan, of what kind» 
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apt in such a case tolose sight cf 
all party distinction? Is his mind 
so occupied with the points of 
agreement, as to forget the 
ground of separation? We might 
call such a man liberal—we 
might say of him, that he pos-! 
sessed an enlarged mind ; but 
we certainly should not regard 
him as a zealous partizan. I 
know that I am here treading 
on tender ground. Jam not ig- 
norant that it may be imputed to 
me, that I am endeavoring to 
call into action those feelings of 
hostility, which, from the cor- 
ruption of our nature, we are 
but too apt to indulge, under the 
mask of religious zeal. Noone 
is more aware than myself, that 
“the wrath of man worketh not 
the righteousness of God.” But 
surely it is no idle distinction, 
that we are to discriminate be- 
tween the pernicious opinions 
themselves, and those who hold 
them. Surely a warmth of re- 
sentment against those who pro- 
fanely calumniate the object of 
our highest veneration, and most 
affectionate gratitude ; against 
those who deliberately set them- 
selves to oppose the only means 
by which the eternal misery of 
man can be averted, and his 
everlasting happiness secured : 
surcly a warm resentmentagainst 
such as these, is not incompati- 
ble with tender pity for them, 
and a sincere and even earnest 
desire for their being reclaimed 
from a course, which must end 
in irrevocable ruin. No spirit 
of hostility would I recommend, 
but such as is insepatably com- 
bined with a cordial longing for 
the real happiness of the person 
opposed. No other spirit can 
flow from that pure source, 
from Which all the affections of 
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the renewed mind must trace 
their origin. 

Iought not to conclude with- 
out reminding your readers, that 
they will do well, when they are 
carrying on the work of self- 
examination, to be ever on their 
guard against mistaking the 
conclusions of the understand- 
ing for the affections of the heart. 


‘The remark, I am aware, is not 


a new one: still the mistake is, 
as Lapprehend, so very general 
a source of self deception, that I 
should scarcely be justified, were 
I not, in this place, to warn my 
readers to watch ggainst its delu- 
sions with the most jealous care. 
This is no barren metaphysical 
distinction, no matter of specu- 
lation merely. No Christian 
will deem it such who has at- 
tended with care to what has 
passed within him, and who pro- 
bably has often known instances 
in which, when his judgment 
has been perfectly convinced, 
he has not been able to enter- 
tain the corresponding feelings ; 
and after many a painful effort, 
has probably sat down, lament- 
ing before God his own inability 
to command the affections of his 
mind ; to feel love where still he 
recognized excellence ; to feel 
gratitude where he acknow- 
ledged the highest obligations to 
be justly due. 

It is the grand recommenda- 
tion of the mode of conduct- 
ing the work of examination 
above described, that it greatly 
facilitates the process. I have 
often remarked in persons who 
were by no means of inferior 
understandings, but who were 
not accustomed to meditate in 
train, or to observe the opera- 
tions of their owi: minds, a great 


inability to discharge this imn- 
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portant duty. When -they set 
themselves to the work, their 
imaginations almost immediate- 
ly begin to wander, their atten- 
tion is distracted, and they soon 
give up their efforts in despair. 
But the mode I have recom- 
mended, renders easy what 
might otherwise be a vain en- 
deavor to fix the volatility of the 
imagination, and to arrest the 
fugitive feelings of the mind, so 
as to make them the subjects of 
steady contemplation : nay more, 
it renders what might be a diffi- 
cult and doubtful appeal to ab- 
stract principles, a question of 
fact and experience, a mere mat- 
ter of recollection, in which we 
are called on to.remember how 
we have been used to think and 
feelon certain other occasions, 
and to compare our present with 
our former experience. Per- 
sons, therefore, who would be 
utterly unequal to the task of 
analysing their vafious mental 
emotions, and of comparing 
them with the sensations which 
the metaphysician has laid down 
as the signs of the passions res- 
pectively, may easily examine 
themselves in this way by com- 
paring their feelings at one time 
with their feelings at another. 
This mode likewise, in some 
degree, removes the difficulty 
which arises from the impossi- 
bility of measuring the feelings 
by any definite scale, a cir- 
cumstance which may open a 
wide door to self deception on 
the one hand, or which on the 
other may often afflict the heart 
of some sincere but weak spirit- 
ed Christians with unreasonable 
fears. The same degree and 
warmth of feeling-are not to be 
requred of aman of exquisite 
sensibility, and of him whose 
Vou. VII. NO. 12. 
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mind is constitutionally cold and 
phlegmatic ; but every man is 
hereby made his own standard, 
He may compare his various 
feelings and affections as they 
are severally called forth by re- 
ligious concerns, with the same 
feelings as they are excited on 
occasions of an analogous nature 
in common life, and mark the 
accordance or diversity. 

And now, Sir, let me depre-« 
cate the displeasure of any of 
your readers who may think 
that I have been only laying be- 
fore them remarks which must 
have already suggested them- 
selves to any intelligent mind. 
Were I disposed to apologize, I 
might reply, 


Virginibus puerisque canto. 


But in truth, Sir, I am notat all 
disposed to apologize. Such is 
the extreme importance of the 
subject, that any endeavours to 
illustrate it will deserve attention. 
No one who admits the authori- 
ty ofthe holy Scriptures can 
deny that they most clearly and 
strongly enforce on us the duty 
of loving God and our Redeemer 
with our whole hearts; and of 


feeling towards them all those 


other right affections of our na- 
ture, which are given us to be 
called out on the exhibition of 
their proper objects. Any di- 
rections, therefore, which may 
assist us in discharging those 
important, and it is to be feared, 
too much neglected duties, may 
be of the highest practical use. 
Shall I be forgiven if I speak 
my mind honestly, and say, that 
these practical subjects are the 
subjects to which Christians 
would often do well to direct a 
larger share of their time, and 
thoughts, and studies ; rather 
Mmm 
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than to those higher and more 
subtle questions, which though 
of so much less practical and re- 
al moment, so generally engage 
the labors, and interest the pas- 
sions of men. Let the learned 
prosecute their researches in the 
field of Sacred Jiteratere. Let 
the scholar, provided it be with 
a humble impression of his own 
limited powers, explore what is 
dark, and explain, if he is able, 
what is difficult. Jnest sua gra- 
tia. No efforts are to be des- 
pised which are made in the 
right direction. But, O that 
men would remember, that it 
ought to be our first, our su- 
preme, our never ceasing object 
to “put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ,” to form ourselves af- 
ter the model of his perfect 
character, to endeavour to root 
out every remaining fibre of 
our natural corruptions, and to 
acquire and cultivate all those 
tempers and dispositions, which 
may “ render us meet to be par- 
takers of the inheritance of the 
suints in light.” 
af am, &c. 
VIGIL. 


+ on 
From the Christian Observer. 


Sketch of the Characicr of a 
Christian. 


HE true Christian feels that 

he isthe objectof God’s love, 
and whilst be marks, and ac- 
knowledges with thanksgiving, 
his own daily experience of it 
in the providential care of his 
heavenly Father, he perpetually 
looks with heart felt rapture, 
gratitude, and adoration to the 
transcendant display of it, in the 





redemption of the world from 
sin and misery, by the gift of 
his only Son. Hence the love 
of God animates his soul, and 
becomes the governing princi- 
ple of all his actions; and he 
demonstrates the force of it, by 
love to all his fellow creatures. 
He beholds with steadfast eyes, 
the high reward of glory and 
immortality with Christ in hea- 
ven, promised to faith and obe- 
dience ; and whilst he knows 
the imperfection of his best ser- 
vices, and wholly renotnces all 
reliance wpon them, as any 


| ground of claim to eternal life, 


he labors incessantly to render 
them more perfect, as if his sal- 
vation solely depended upon the 
success of his own endeavours. 
He therefore gives all diligence 
to “make his calling and elec- 
tion sure,” éver striving to “add 
to his faith virtue, and to virtue 
knowledge, and to knowledge 
temperance, and to temperance 
patience, and to patience godli- 
ness, and to godliness brotherly 
kindness, and to brotherly kind- 
ness charity.” Sensible at the 
same time, that all spiritual gra- 
ces are the gift of God, without 
whose assistance he is unable of 
himself to will orto do any thing 
that is good, he prays for them 
with earnestness, peruses the 
Scriptures with diligence, and 
hears the preaching of the 
word with deep attention, hum- 
bly beseeching God, for Christ’s 
sake, to enlighten his understan- 
ding, and purify his heart by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. In 
the conformity of his life to 
that of his Saviour, he looks for 
the evidence of his faith in him, 
comparing his conduct with the 
precepts in the New Testament, 
and with the example of his di- 








i807.] Sketch of the Character of a Christian. 475 


vine Master, as the only sure 
tests by which to judge of that 
conformity. 

Meck, humble, courteous, pa- 
tient, and forbearing, deeply 
conscious of the natural deprav- 
ity of the human heart, and of 
its proneness to evil, he exam- 
ines all its thoughts and sugges- 
tions with scrupulous severity, 
proves ihe motives of his ac- 
tions, and endeavours to subju- 
gate his appetites, passions, de- 
sires, and affections to the law 
of God, which he constantly 
studies. Notwithsthanding his 
vigilances tqavoid giving aw Bers 
to God or man, he still feels the 
daily necessity of imploring the 
pardon and mercy of his Creator, 
through the meditation of his 
Son Christ Jesus, and humbles 
himself in deep repentance be- 


fore him. He is at the same | 


time charitable in judging his 
neighbours, and cautious lest he 
should inadvertently publish 
their faults or follies. But he 
knows the duty of a Christian, 
and the obligation of the law of 
charity, too well, to withheld ad- 
monition and reproofs on just 
and proper occasions, and he 
imparts them in the spirit of 
brotherly love. Inali his con- 
versation with mankind, it is his 
object to edify by the purity of 
his discourse, and the proprie- 
ty of his example ; he is not 
only careful to abstain from evil, 
but to avoid the least appearance 
of it, lest he should unwarily 
mislead his brother, and become 
a scandal to his high profession. 
To the fatherless he is a father, 
tothe afflictedacomforter, and as 
far as his means allow, a mercl- 
ful dispenser of the bounties of 
God to the poor and needy. 
‘That means may not be wanting 





for this purpose, he considers 3 
just economy to be a duty of 
strict obligation. 

Js the Christian a husband 
and a father ? he reflects upon 
the obligations, which these re- 
lations impose, and studics anx- 
iously to discharge them with 
fidelity. His marriage vow, to 
“ love and cherish” the partner 
whom God has assigned to him 
is ever present to his thoughts, 
He appropriates and applies to 
his situation, the apostoli¢ in- 
junction, “ Bear ye one another’s 
burthens, and so fulfil the law 
of Christ,” and he exemplifies 
the doctrine conveyed in it, by 
the invariable kindness of his 
own demeanor. As a father, 
he deems it his first duty to 
train up his children in the 
knowledge and fear of the Lord. 
He is sedulous in instructing 
them, constant in his admoni- 
tions, mild in his reproofs, and 
merciful in his chastisements, 
at all times studious to enforce 
his precepts by his own example, 
and whilst he requires from 
them the reverence and res- 
pect due to parental authority, 
he never fails to recollect the in- 
junction of the Almighty, in his 
appeal by the mouth of the 
prophet to the Israelites, « If 
then be a father, where is mine 
honar, saith the Lord of Hosts.” 
As a master, the Christian is 
kind, forbearing, just, and con- 
siderate ; temperate in his com- 
mands, but conscientiously stea- 
dy in enforcing the observance 
of them ; not severe tn marking 
the faults of his servants, nor 
careless in duly reprehending 
them, always remembering that 
he also has a master in heaven. 
He feels it his duty to instruct 
them, to watch over their cor, 
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duct, to reprove and check any | 


immorality in it, to avoid pla- 
cing them in situations of tempt- 
ation, and to set them an exam- 
ple of sobriety, temperance, and 
orderly behaviour, under an aw- 
ful sense of the responsibility 
attached to his influence and 
power over them. Asa servant 
the Christian is faithful and obe- 
dient to his master inall things, 
hot with eye service as men 
pleasers, but in singleness of 
heart fearing God ; accommo- 
dating to his fellow servants, 
and ready to assist them in any 
emergency ; unassuming and 
contented in his present condi- 
tion, having his thoughts fixed on 
a better world. Asa member 
of society, he primarily consid- 
ers the duties of that station in 
which it hath pleased God to 
place him, and labours to dis- 
charge them faithfully: he also 
considers in what manner his 
talents can be best employed for 
the good of the public or of indi- 
viduals, and he cheerfully re- 
signs a portion of his ease and 
comforts, in order to promote 
these ends. 

The Christian examines and 
weighs the customs of the world by 
the unerring rule of the word of God. 
He is careful to avoid any singular- 
ity in his dress and behaviour, or in 
matters of an indifferent nature. 
But he is still more careful to adopt 
only such customs as are innocent. 
By the same rule, he regulates both 





the quality and quantity of his amuse- 
ments, and whilst he rejects all that 
have the remotest tendency to in- 
flame the passions, or corrupt the 
heart, he extends his exclusion to 
others which are often erroneously 
deemed innocent, because he sees 
the tendency of them to be to weak- 
en his spiritual affections, alienate 
the heart from God, and occasion a 
loss of time which can never be re- 
trieved ; ever remembering the 
rerio. parable, that whilst the 
husbandman slept, the enemy sowed 
tares among the wheat. Time in- 
deed he considers as the most pre- 
cious of all the talents given to him 
for his improvement, and as the 
most important of all his possessions ; 
and he therefore husbands it with 
jealous care. 

In looking over the Christian 
world, he laments the various divi- 
sions and schisms which prevail in 
it, but still more the animosities sub- 
sisting among those who profess to 
follow the same Lord and master ; 
and his daily prayer to God is, that 
all believers in Christ may hold the 
unity of the spirit in the bond of 
peace. 

“ It is my meat and drink to do 
the will of my heavenly Father,” is 
a saying always present to the view 
of the true Christian. God in Christ 
is the object of his love, his all in all; 
and to promote His glory the un- 
ceasing effort of his whole life. 
Grateful in prosperity, resigned in 
adversity, praising and blessing God 
for what he bestows, witholds, or 
inflicts ; he walks through the world 
by the light of faith, with his eyes 
fixed on the prospect of that eternal 
home, where sorrow can never en- 
ter, and from which joy shall never 
depart. 
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of Summary of Christian Doctrine, 4 93 

28. Female Society of New-Haven, 10 00 
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1856 Copies of a Sermon on Jolin vi, 35, by a Friend of Missions 
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